All.About You™ Worship Service

THIS SUNDAY, APRIL 3, 10AM

On April 3, in this season of Lent, Los Gatos UMC worshippers from the Traditional, Open
House and Celebrate Recovery services are invited to share in worship and communion at 10AM
in the Sanctuary. The service is “All About You”. Led by leaders from all three of our worship
services, we will celebrate Holy Communion and the church as a united body of Christ.

Support LGUMC's volunteer work in Mexico!

What if you could help build homes for the poor in Mexico -- just by eating Mexican food

here in Los Gatos?! Now you can -- mark April 3 on your brunch calendar for:
“Francis’ Kitchen: A Taste of Colonet .”

The brunch will start approximately 11:15AM, immediately following the single 10AM
church service that morning (Traditional and Open House services will operate as one that
day...)

We'll celebrate the wonderful food
created by Colonet matriarch Francis, who
for years has cooked for all LGUMC volun-
teer teams. Great stuff and a highlight of ¢

— the trip! The tentative
|F _ M menu offers chicken

verde; homemade tortil-
¥ las; beans and
~rice. Open donation, with
a recommended $8 per
person and maximum of
$20 per family. We'll also
= offer a slide show from

~ this year's trip to Colonet
% - the 'College’ team will
have just returned!




Imagine spending a day with one of Methodism’s foremost authorities on wor-

L.aster Message ship and worship design! Imagine a Sunday morning where more than 1,000

from the | United Methodists gather to be led in worship by this worship leader, hear the
N\ Pastor sound of a 125 voice choir and a 15 member worship team, and receive the
message from our California-Nevada Conference Bishop! Well, if you were with
us on the weekend of March 12" and 13", you don’t need to imagine—you ex-
perienced it! | am told that well over 100 worship enthusiasts were on hand for
Dr. Marsha McFee’s Worship Workshop and an estimated 1,200 people (300
more than we anticipated) attended the joint worship service at Leigh High

School gymnasium where an offering in excess of $8,600 was received! This
was the first time that our eight congregations on seven campuses came together to worship in one
place. As one of my colleagues asked following that eventful weekend, “What’s next?!”

For those of us at Los Gatos UMC, we have more great events coming to life as sure as the rain-
bow follows the rain (of which we've had quite enough!). Our next big weekend is April 2" and 3". On
Saturday morning, April 2", our Committee on Nominations and Leadership Development is preparing
what promises to be a lively and entertaining leadership retreat which begins with a light breakfast at 8:30
a.m. and concludes by 11:30 a.m. We'll review and discuss video clips from United Methodist Bishop
Robert Schnase’s (Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations) presentation at last year's Annual Confer-
ence Session in Sacramento and Doug Anderson’s (Executive Director of the Ruben Job Center for
Church Leadership of The United Methodist Church) presentation to church leaders across Northern Cali-
fornia this past fall. The focus of the morning’s presentations and discussion will prepare us to become
fully engaged with the mission field of the 21% century that we find as close as our doorstep.

And, if you're unsure as to whether you're invited, let me eliminate your uncertainty. YES—YOU
ARE INVITED! My two definitions for leaders are as follows:

1. Leaders are chosen from among those people who show up; and

2. The key to congregational development is the development of the spiritual life of the leaders in the

church to the point where the mission of God is more important than their own comfort or prefer-

ences when it comes to decision making, program planning, and new ministry initiatives (Doug

Anderson).

Be sure to join us for worship this Sunday, April 3, when, for the first time, we’ll join all three congre-
gations around one communion table as we engage in a very special worship service themed “All about
You.”

On Good Friday, April 22™, we'll once again be joining our Kiwanis Club friends at the Saratoga
Country Club for a Good Friday breakfast and inspirational speaker. Tickets for that event will be presold
by Jerry Johnson and friends. At noon that day, we’ll be joining with our friends at Los Gatos Presbyterian
Church and Faith Lutheran Church as we gather at Faith Lutheran Church for a combined Good Friday
worship service at noon.

And just to put an exclamation point on the last Sunday of April, we’ll celebrate Easter in grand Los
Gatos UMC style with our children’s Easter egg coloring party on Friday afternoon, April 22", the Easter
egg hunt on Saturday afternoon, April 23", and three Easter Services of Worship on Sunday morning:
8:00, 9:30 and 11:00. As always, we ask those who normally attend our 9:15 worship, who are able, to
join us at 8:00 in order that we may accommodate our guests from the community who will likely be join-
ing us at our 9:30 hour that day.

Please don’t miss a single opportunity to grow throughout the remainder of the Lenten season as we
focus our vision on Jesus’ resurrection and the new life we find in Jesus Christ!
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Our Ministry & Office Staff

Rev. Lee Neish, Senior Pastor,
X15, lee.neish@Ilgumc.org

Jonnye Cartmill, Dir. of Children’s Min.,
X25, jonnye.cartmill@Ilgumc.org

Alex Hardt, Youth Pastor,
X16, alex.hardt@Igumc.org
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joanne.neish@lgumc.org

Crista Harrington, Chancel Choir Dir.,
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Karen Noe, Executive Director,
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X10, marylou.abrahamson@Igumc.org
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weddings@lgumc.org
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X22, kl_capps@yahoo.com

John Lynch, Community Chaplain,
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Debbie Gray, Dir. of Grace Preschool,
354.7163, debbie.gray@Ilgumc.org

Eliana Brown, Dir. Live Oak Sen. Nutn.,
354.0707, eliana.brown@Ilgumc.org

Mary Kelley, Dir. Live Oak Adult Day Center,
354.4782

The Church Office will be closed on
Friday, April 22, in observance of Good Friday.

o@ '~Io Monday-Thursday: 9AM-Noon, 1-4PM
- [<} Friday: 9AM-Noon
Y51y Office Phone, 354.4730  Fax, 354.4807
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Bryan Mekechuk

bryan.mekechuk@comcast.net
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Al Blood
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Chair of Health Ministries
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Bill Cartmill
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Jo-Anne Sinclair

jo-anne.sinclair@nuance.com
Chair of LOSNSC Board

Trudy Burling

trudyburling@hotmail.com
Social Justice Team Rep

Richard Aaron

raaron834@aol.com
Lay Member of Annual Conference

Mary Ellen Heising
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Chair Children Ministries Council

Susan Trone

susant@gridleycompany.net
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TBD
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mct4tay@yahoo.com
Chair Outreach Team
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Vacation Bible School
“Pandamania”
When: June 20-24
Where: LGUMC Campus
Who: K-4th grade

||||||

9AM-Noon
Mission VBS
5th—8th grade Sunday Morning Schedule
9AM-3PM 9:15-10:30 & 11-12:15PM
Register Now! Nursery-5th Grade
www.lgumc.org Everyone starts in worship for

Kids Spirit!

Unit: Easter People
thru April 24th
April 3, Gathering, Art (10:00AM)
April 10, Gathering, Theater
April 17, Jerusalem Marketplace
Outreach assemble
Easter Baskets
for San Jose Family Shelter

April 22, 4PM Easter Egg Dying
April 23, Easter Egg Hunt
3PM Sharp!

Easter Sunday Services:
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM

www.lgumc.org

DIRECTOR D

. . : LGUMC
Y| CHILDREN'S  Jonnye Carmil - 28018 FOBARES0 117 Chiureh steet
R \MINIST‘RIES Director of Children’s Eméil: ) ) Los Gatos, CA 95030

Ministries . .
jonnye.cartmill@lgumc.org  Www.lgumc.org




came together at the beginning of Mar. to worship one God of love. Youth had
an amazing snow trip, and helped share Christ through the gift of water. Qur

Letting Love Win!
Welcome!

Stop the presses...] missed what...

Last month the youth ministry really began
rethinking a lot of things. Counselors,
youth, and parents started the conversa-

tion about their dream for the ministry.
And in that Chaos, God spoke. 8 Churches

Mission: To Grow as FoIIow-
ers of Jesus Christ who live
God’s love in the World!

Vision: We are a Family, a
body of love, that grows
“and serves to change ||vesf

Youth are amazing followers of Christ and we are blessed by their presence.

Upcoming Events
April 2011

Great America Sleepover—
April 23rd-24th

May 2011
30 Hour Famine— May 14th

June 2011
Youth Worship—June 12th

Summer 2011

Mission VBS-June 20th-24th
Camp Quest-July 10th-15th
Urban Immersion—July 24-31

Sunday Youth Gatherings
6:00pm Gathering

Life Groups
Tues-5:00 & 6:30pm, Wed—
7pm, and Sun 9:15am

More Info, feel free to contact
Alex Hardt, Youth Pastor at
alex.hardt@lgumc.org

or 408-375-1834.

Word of Encouragement

Have you ever thought to yourself | wish | had that dad or that sister or that child.
You ever feel like your family isn’t perfect even though you want it to be. | think
many of us sit and dream about all the things we want in family, all the things that
we would change about our family. And while we are doing that, the family
we've been given, the opportunities we have to cherish, and the memories are
slipping away. We didn’t choose who our family is, instead it was handed to us by
God and now it’s our choice of what we want to do with it.

The reality is there is no perfect family as much as we might dream of one in our
heads. There’s no perfect dad, or mom, or sister, but maybe it's not about being
perfect. Maybe it’s about letting the divine God work through each of us in such
a way that we become an entity of love, that we care for each other in such a way
that the other person’s mistakes get erased, that we treat each other with such
respect that the other feels as though they are a beautifully created child of God.
Maybe it’s time to stop worrying about what the other person did wrong and be-
gin to look at the blessing that they are.

This next month the youth are going to redefine what it means to be a family.
Come join us for an experience that will open up your hearts and let love in.

Many Blessings,
Alex Hardt

A Great way to make friends is CAMPS and MISSION TRIPS. Check the RATS web
for more info, stop by our boath in the court yard, or our camp faire on April 24th.
DATES TO REMEMBER: MISSION VBS- June 20"- 24th CAMP QUEST- July 10 - 15,
2011; URBAN IMMERSION- July 24™-31%

Sunday Gatherings— Gathering at 6:00pm
Life Groups— Tues, 5:00pm & 6:30pm, Wed at 7pm and Sun at 9:15am

www.ratsofgod.com - www.lgumc.org




Vision Team Workshop
Saturday April 2, 2011 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM
LGUMC Fireside Room

The Vision Team has been studying what it means to be a Mission Centered Church. In this
workshop we will share what we have learned from consultations, lectures and seminars with Dr.
Doug Anderson, Bishop Robert Schnase, and Eric Geiger.

We will experience and discuss several of their ideas which promise to be useful in helping
us, in the words of Bishop Schnase, “Recover our Mission” and see where we need to be headed as
a congregation.

The experience we have on Saturday April 2" promises to be helpful, entertaining, and inspi-
rational.

ALL Church Council members and members of their teams are STRONGLY encouraged to
attend. Any other interested persons are also welcome.

| would like to end with the following question from Bishop Schnase:

“If every single person in your congregation offered the same quality, frequency, and effectiveness of
invitation to Christian faith that you offer, would your church be growing or declining?”

Please let us know if any member of your team cannot make it.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Lois & Elwin Stocking
|.e.stocking@comcast.net
867.0901

)*+l ') .
APRIL 9, FIRESIDE ROOM
3 to 5PM
April's choice Of Gods and Men (4.5 stars) is
based on a true story of monks caught in politi-
cal and religious violence in 1960's Algeria. It
has a timely resonance with the wars of terror
and rebellions currently happening in the middle ¢
east. If it does not stay in the theaters long
enough to be seen, attend movie of your choice
and report on it.

What Should We Make Next?

Create in me a clean heart, O God....
Then come create an assortment of hand-milled sdagimg a homemade soap base we will add
essential oil, lavender, goats milk, or any othefgrred ingredient to make custom bars of sogp.
You will end up with 5 — 6 bars of soap and a rezapirit.

What to bring: Finger food to share and a small saucepan.
Where: Cindy Loper’s house
When: Tuesday, April 5 6:30 — 8:30PM

RSVP to Cindy at 313.1501 or cynloper@gmail.com
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Wednesday, April 13
7:30PM, Art Gallery

This month, we will
have three mini- re-
views:

The Battle

Hymn of the Tiger
Mother_by Amy Chua - As it says on the cover
of Time, "A mother's memoir on tough-love
parenting unleashed an international de-
bate. Is that because she's onto something?"
The Postmistress by Sarah Blake --
Weaving together the stories of three very dif-
ferent women loosely tied to each other, debut
novelist Blake takes readers back and forth
between small town America and war-torn
Europe in 1940. On the verge of World War I,
women on both sides of the Atlantic realize no
letter can ever tell the whole story.
Mornings in Jenin by Susan Abulhawa
-- A look at the Palestinian-Israeli conflict told
by the daughter of Palestinian refugees.
If you would like to hear more about any of
these books, please join us. You don't need
to read the books ahead of time.

In May, we will discuss The Immortal Life of
Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot.

NO LAST SUNDAY
BRUNCH IN APRIL: IT'S
EASTER!

Join us again in May
for a delicious brunch

April 15

Thursday, April 14

Prime Time to see Filoli Gardens in Woodside. The
gardens should be abloom with many spring flow-
ers, such as Daffodils, Tulips, camellias, etc.

There are two tours; one for the garden and one for
the house. Please join us for this day of adventure
into one of the bay areas special venues.

We will have our lunch in Filolis Cafe.
Cost: $12.00
entrance fee

If you are inter-
ested in attending
and would like
more detalils,
please contact
Adrienne Zimmer-
man at
dancers2@aol.com or phone her at 356.5334.

Devotional Group

on Sunday
Evenings!

) Join us on Sunday eve-
nings, 4-5PM, for devo-
tion as we read and stud
the weekly devotionals
§ and discussion questiong
found in the Upper Room
publication. This is a great opportunity to
worship and grow with others in a small
group setting — and you are welcome to
come every week or drop in when you car}.
Copies of this wonderful devotional can be
found in the Narthex, or you can subscribg
and get copies in the mail or on-line at
www.upperroom.org/devotional
For more information, contact Al Blood at
242.1702.




Small Group Stories
Larry Capps is a member of the Men’s Spirituality Group, one of the longest running small groups at
LGUMC. Men’s Spirituality meets every Monday night at 7:30 pm on campus in Café Hope. About 10-
11 men are usually in attendance on any given Monday night.

Tell me about your small group experience:

Larry : This is my first small group experience at LGUMC. | have been attending for about 8
years now. The group started about 15 years ago through the efforts of Karl Thoreson and Ed Burl-
ing.

Tell us what happens in your small group?

Larry: We start off with some quiet music to get us into a calm place for the meeting. Then we
have a prayer and 5 minutes of time for practicing our mantras. This is followed by plenty of time for
sharing concerns or joys — everyone can share if they want, but not everyone does every week. We
also spend time on a book or maybe a current event or article in the newspaper. Currently we are
reading “Strength in a Storm” by Eknath Easwaran. Members of the group sometimes share a favor-
ite prayer or writing from a religious leader from different faith practices. At the end of the evening we
have 10-15 minutes for meditation and a final prayer.

.What motivates you to come to your small group?

Larry: At first it started with “spousal motivation!” But after a few weeks | got to know the
other men really well; we shared details of our day-to-day lives, shared our concerns and | got to
know people on a deeper level than the “Sunday morning handshake.” | think this is one of the most
important parts of being in a small group — finding a group of “kindred souls”. All different types of
people are in the group, sharing different insights and experiences —this leads to interesting discus-
sions.

Do you have a favorite story or memory from your sm all group?

Larry: Ray Cobb was part of the group from the beginning, but he hasn’t been able to attend
the last few years due to health issues. Once in a while we have a meeting at his house so that he
can participate. Also, the group members have signed up to visit Ray on a regular basis — 18-20 days
a month someone from the group visits him. We talk, listen and on good days he shares engineering
and architectural experiences and thoughts. It's important that we all go over to share with him and
that he gets a chance to share too — or just listen.

Want to learn more about small groups? Go to our web page at Igumc.org, click on the Adult Ministry
page and download the listing of small groups — then come to any group you choose. Contact the
group leader in advance if you would like —or just show up
to the next meeting! Want more info — contact Marna Taylor
at 439-4614 or mct4tay@yahoo.com

What's happening in our Small Groups?

In January, the Adult Ministry Team conducted a needs
assessment survey of small group leadership at LGUMC. 70% of
the 16 leaders responded, representing approximately 100 adults involved in our small groups ministry. Another 20
-40 people are involved in the groups that did not respond. Most small group members are only involved in one
small group, although a few people are in more than one.

So, what does this all mean? A couple of things: First of all, there are a lot of adults participating in small
groups. But, everyone has not found a small group “home”, so more work needs to be done to help people find a
small group that meets their needs. Staff and the Adult Ministry will be working hard over the next few months to
expand our small group offerings and address the challenges described above. Watch the website, Spire and
weekly emails for updates on our progress!

See more results on our website, www.lgumc.org.
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Outreach

HELP THE EASTER BUNNY--

Bring items for Easter Baskets that the children will create on Palm Sunday for the young residents of the
San Jose Family shelter. Two large baskets await your donations each Sunday through April 17. Bring in-
dividually-wrapped snacks, small toys, games, books, and coloring books with crayons for children up
through young teens. Babies also need baby shampoo, soap, wipes, and lotion. Last year, the children
made over sixty baskets; the numbers needed this year will probably be about the same.

BUY GUILT-FREE CHOCOLATE TREATS

UMCOR/Equal Exchange mini-chocolates that are ideal for Easter treats will be sold on Outreach Sunday
(April 3). Rather than buying chocolates rated D+ or F because of human rights violations, visit the Out-
reach table for information about cocoa beans that are grown and processed without forced child labor and
with workers and independent farmers who receive fair payment and enjoy good working conditions.

SPRING CLEANING? SAVE THOSE BOOKS
Rick Aaron is again organizing a used-book sale. Look for information about when and where to bring your
donations. In the meantime, store those surplus books for just a little longer.

Health & Visitation
Ministries
The important work of keeping in touch with persons who are unable to attend church
services and/or supporting those who are grieving continues. It seems that our congre-
gation has had an inordinate amount of health and grief concerns since the beginning of
the year.

Pastor of Visitation, Christina Capps, and the volunteers stress how meaningful this
ministry is. Several persons have reported that the cards which follow a person home
from the hospital or rehab centers have been very meaningful. If you would like visits or
to be a part of this supportive team, please contact Christina.

Our wonderful volunteers made numerous visits and phone calls in February in addition
to cards, letters, and emails.

Over 25 people attended the March 20 Health Ministry presentation entitled "Living More Simply - Plan-
ning Ahead to Downsize." Please contact Christina if you'd like more information.

HIn September of 2011, a UMVIM team from LGUMC Miiavel to Caconde, Brazil to assist in:
1the completion of a Senior Care Center (an Asili)is will be the third successive year teams:
.have worked on the project. The new facility viiluse seniors who are currently crowded into a
'older and much smaller unit in this small commufigated in beautiful, hilly, coffee-growing !

rcountry some four hours north of Sao Palo. Thmtedl live in a comfortable country home. .
'The total cost per person is about $2,000. LGUMSE supported the project with funds and vol-

‘unteers. Orientations will begin in the early sgri Those who may be interested should contact
 Dave Wolf at 268.5806 or Eliana Brown, 761.8837.




One Celebration Service

Sunday, March 13

Leigh High School

Bishop Warner Brown

Kristie Olah, District Superintendent

“The Worship Workshop Live’
with Marcia McFee
Saturday, March 12

Baster Suandley
Services e
SANT, DsBOQAIMI,
1 LATK

________________________________________

Please note: There will be no Cele-
brate Recovery on Easter Sunday.




Susan Trone
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~ Thank you to those serving us on Sunday
and through the week ~
Pete Taylor ~ Louise Osborne ~ Hybarger Family ~ Eddie Northrup

~ Ellen Segal ~ Linda Waldrop ~ Bob Niederer ~ Fran Tanner
~ Denie Albert ~ Jill Kroh ~ Denise Coward

Elwin & Lois Stocking ~ Jesse & Pat Salem ~ Maxine Davis

Our apologies & thanks to anyone we may have missed.
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The Spire

Los Gatos United Methodist Church Non Profit Or
111 Church Street 9 U.S Postageg.
Los Gatos, CA 95030 EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEREEEEEpA|D
408.354.4730 FAX 408.354.4807 i bermit No. 18
Website: www.lgumc.org EEEE Los Glatos. CA
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email: marylou.abrahamson@Ilgumc.org
to be removed from email list.
Editor: Mary Lou Abrahamson

“Serving Christ in this Community

Our Mission since 1866”
Growing as followers of Jesus Christ
who live God’s love in the world.

Pastor
Rev. Lee Neish

Sunday Worship
9:15AM Traditional Worship Service
11AM Open House Contemporary Worship Servige
6PM Celebrate Recovery Worship Service

Kidz Konnection
9:15AM & 11:15AM
(Preschool—Grade 5)
Sunday Night Spectacular, 6-8:30PM

Childcare
9:15AM and 11:15AM
Newborn—3 years

Youth Group
The Gathering6-12 grade, 6-8:30PM

All Welcomel!
We are a Reconciling Congregation
No one will be excluded from participating in thedy of the
church because of age, race, ethnicity, cultutigioas origins,
sexual orientation or challenging conditions.

Find out more about our Ministries!
Go towww.LGUMC.org




