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Alternative Christmas Gift Faire 
By Jean Mundell, Outreach Committee Chair 
 
TWO DAYS OF ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS GIFT FAIRE yielded over 
$18,500 this year.  Thanks to Dixie Fisher, the Barbecue Boys (Mike Kent 
and Rob Agrimonti) and numerous volunteers, our first attempt at having an 
Alternative Gift Fair following the annual Los Gatos Holiday Parade was a 
success.  Some people were lured by the delicious aroma of hamburgers and hot dogs, and others came 
because of the vigorous publicity campaign that included signboards worn by  Mary Buxton, Brian  
Stansbury, Oliver Parr, Madison Buchanan, Lauren Sutton, Amanda Agrimonti, Erik Eastland, Jessica 
McNeil, and Eli Kent. 
 
According to Steve Wilson, the Sunday Alternative Christmas Gift Faire was our 21st, and it continued in the 
tradition of bringing us closer to a meaningful journey to Bethlehem.  Ruby Shew and Donna Swanson pro-
vided background music that helped put us into a fine holiday spirit, and generous donations of finger foods 
made it possible for us to follow the Methodist practice of food and fellowship while we purchased our alter-
native gifts.  Continued on page 10... 
 
  

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S 
FOURTH ANNUAL BRUNCH 

COMING IN JANUARY 
 
 Mark your 2011 Calendars now for the Annual Brunch, sponsored by the United Methodist Women (UMW), 
which will take place at 10:30AM on Sunday, January 30 in the Fireside Room.    This will be the fourth year that we 
have brought a speaker to address one of the major issues identified by UMW affecting women and children. 
 
 This year we are fortunate to have Heather Taylor-Miesle, director of the National Resources Defense Council 
(NRDC) Action Fund which is recognized as one of the world’s premier environmental organizations.  Specifically she 
was responsible for guiding the organization’s staff through the political process, working with key Congressional of-
fices to promote NRDC priorities and educating the public about environmental and energy issues.  She sought to bring 
non-traditional partnerships together in order to pass legislation that could be supported by business and the environ-
mental community. 
 
 Ms. Taylor-Miesle divides her busy life between her work in Washington, DC and living here in Silicon Valley 
as a mother of two small children and an active member of Good Samaritan United Methodist Church. You won’t want 
to miss hearing this dynamic, informative woman speak on her work on the national and world level. 
 
 All women of the Church are invited to attend.  Tickets for the Brunch are $5 and will be sold between services 
starting January 16.  Deadline for reservations is Monday, January 24. 



I’m still aglow from the beauty and elegance of our Christmas Eve Worship 
Services. If you attended our Family Worship, you experienced the spirit of 
Isaiah’s vision embodied in the leadership of our children: “… a little child shall 
lead them.” If you attended our Contemporary Worship you saw many of our 
youth and young adults share their talent developed over the past few years 
and their faith grown right here at LGUMC. If you attended The Traditional 
Worship, you experienced the inspiring sound of our Chancel Choir under the 
dynamic direction of Crista Harrington present the majestic “Ten Lessons and 

Carols.” I can’t think of a better way to welcome the Christ child and usher in the New Year! 
 
And speaking of the New Year, by the time you read this message, you’ll hopefully already have been part of 
the Magi’s journey … a journey that not only led them to Bethlehem – but from there to the four corners of the 
world. Our Epiphany message series will underscore that my life is not just about me – nor is it about us. We 
are God’s light, sent into the world, to change the world! Through us, God is transforming the world to return 
his kingdom to its preferred future. John Wesley’s words were as true in his day as they are in ours: “The World 
is our parish” – and it’s for the sake of the world the God loved so much that he sent his Son – and now sends 
us. Join us as “we take another road home” for the sake of transforming the world. 
 
And I want to invite (and recruit!) all members of our church family to engage in intentional faith development 
by joining a small group where messages heard on Sundays will be discussed, expanded and lived more inten-
tionally and radically. If you resolve to do only two things in this coming New Year – let them be regular partici-
pation in passionate worship and regular participation in intentional faith development through which we can 
belong to God, grow in Christ-likeness, and serve in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Finally, mark these dates when our congregation will celebrate these grand occasions: 

Saturday, March 12th for a Worship Workshop with internationally renowned United Methodist Worship de-
signer and leader Marsha McFee (who designed and led worship for the California-Nevada Annual 
Conference Session last year and will design and lead worship for the 2012 General Conference of 
The United Methodist Church). She will share insight into how we can worship God more passionately 
so that our hearts are always pointed toward their true north. 

Sunday, March 13th when our seven Integrated Circuit churches (including Cupertino, Good Samaritan, 
Campbell, Cambrian Park, Willow Glen, Almaden Hills, Evergreen Valley, and, of course, Los Gatos 
UMCs) will join their congregations into one great worshiping community under the direction of worship 
leader and designer Marsha McFee with Rev. Warner Brown, Bishop of the California-Nevada Confer-
ence, preaching. 

Sunday, April 29th, when we’ll transition to our alternate morning schedule of 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 for three of 
the greatest resurrection celebrations in the South Bay. Join our talented musicians and inspiring wor-
ship leaders as we celebrate Easter – the greatest day of the entire Christian calendar. 

Sunday, May 22nd, when many old friends and leaders will return to help us celebrate the 145th Anniversary 
of Los Gatos United Methodist Church! That’s right … since 1866 there has been continuous Methodist 
worship conducted somewhere on our current campus. May those who’ve gone before us find us faith-
ful! 

 
Please don’t miss a single moment of this blessed New Year as we continue to grow as followers of Jesus 
Christ who live God’s love in the world! 
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS  
Chair of the Church Board  
 Maxene Blood 
 amblood@comcast.net 
Chair of the Board of Trustees  
 Richard Holman 
 jrholman@sbcglobal.net 
Chair of Staff Parish Relations   
 Jennifer Stagnaro 
 jennifer@stagnaro.com 
Chair of Finance Committee  
 Larry Wagner 
 lpwagner@swbell.net 
Church Treasurer   
 Bryan Mekechuk 
 bryan.mekechuk@comcast.net 
Chair of Nom. and Leadership Devel.  
 Lois and Elwin Stocking 
 l.e.stocking@comcast.net 
Chair of Welcoming Ministries   
 Pat and Jess Salem 
 jessnpat@earthlink.net 
Chair of Stewardship    
 Al Blood 
 amblood2@comast.net 
Chair of Health Ministries  
 Jeanette McNeely 
 jpwdm@comcast.net 
Chair of Worship Arts    
 Bill Cartmill 
 bcartmill@comcast.net 
Chair of Grace Preschool Board   
 Jo-Anne Sinclair 
 jo-anne.sinclair@nuance.com 
Chair of LOSNSC Board  
 Trudy Burling 
 trudyburling@hotmail.com 
Social Justice Team Rep  
 Richard Aaron 
 raaron834@aol.com 
Lay Member of Annual Conference 
 Mary Ellen Heising 
 mehdrh@hotmail.com 
Chair Children Ministries Council 
 Susan Trone 
 susant@gridleycompany.net 
Chair of Youth Ministries Council  
 TBD  
Chair of Adult Ministries Team  
 Marna Taylor 
 mct4tay@yahoo.com 
Chair Outreach Team   
 Jean Mundell 
 jmundell@earthlink.net 
 
Staff members that attend the meetings: 
Jonnye Cartmill, Alex Hardt, Jay Parr, Karen 
Noe, JoAnne Neish, Lee Neish, Donna Swanson 
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Monday-Thursday: 9AM-Noon, 1-4PM  Friday: 9AM-Noon 
Office Phone, 354.4730    Fax, 354.4807 
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Phone:  408.354.4730 
Fax:  408.354.4807 
Email:  
jonnye.cartmill@lgumc.org 

Jonnye Cartmill 
Director of Children’s 

Ministries 

LGUMC 
111 Church Street 
Los Gatos, CA  95030 
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 Curriculum used for Kidz Konnection  
¨ Cokesbury Live Big for ages 3-5, teaches God’s Word 

and how it applies to their lives 
¨ Cokesbury PowerXpress grades Kind.—5th,  rota-

tional setting, the children  will experi-
ence the Bible story in many different 

ways 
¨ Art, Computer, Cooking, Games, Sci-

ence, Storytelling and Video 

 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
9:15-10:30 & 11-12:15PM    

Nursery-5th Grade 
Everyone starts in worship for 
Kids Spirit, and then they are 
excused to Kidz Konnection:  

Nursery—two year old Room3 
Preschool Sunday School, 
room 2 (1st & 3rd Sunday) 

K-5th grade, rotation Sunday 
school Room 15/16  

 
Sunday Evening Schedule    

6:00-8:00PM    

Preschool - 5th Grade 
 Kidz Konnection - Kids enjoy 

free play, teaching time, crafts, 
games, movies, dress-up in 

room 14, 15/16 
 

 www.lgumc.orgwww.lgumc.orgwww.lgumc.org   
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 Devotional Group  
on Sunday Evenings! 

Join us on Sunday evenings, 4-5PM, for 
devotion as we read and 
study the weekly devo-
tionals and discussion 
questions found in the 
Upper Room publica-
tion.  This is a great op-
portunity to worship and 
grow with others in a 
small group setting – 
and you are welcome to 

come every week or drop in when you can. 
Copies of this wonderful devotional can be 
found in the Narthex, or you can subscribe 
and get copies in the mailor on-line at 
www.upperroom.org/devotional. 
For more information, contact Al Blood at 
242.1702. 
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will be meeting on  
January 12 at 
7:30PM  in the Art Gal-
lery.  This month's book 
is The Help by Kathryn 
Stockett.  It is about 
three ordinary women in 
the south who are about 
to take one extraordinary step.  Skeeter re-
turns home after graduating from college and 
can't find out what has happened to her be-
loved maid Constantine, the woman who 
raised her.  Aibileen is a black maid whose 
son died while his bosses looked the other 
way.  Minny, Aibileen's best friend, is a great 
cook but can't mind her tongue and so has lost 
yet another job.  Seemingly as different from 
one another as can be, these women will 
nonetheless come together for a clandestine 
project that will put them all at risk.  And why? 
Because they are suffocating within the lines 
that define their town and their times.  This 
project/movement changes a town, and the 
way women-mothers, daughters, caregivers, 
friends view one another.   
    Nancy Ruhle will be the facilitator and Trudy 
Burling will provide the dessert.  Looking 
ahead, we will be meeting on February 9 to 
review Rashi's Daughters, Book I by Maggie 
Anton.  Newcomers are always welcome. 
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         Thanks to Jan & Richard Holman for 
hosting the December meeting.  Another lively discus-
sion ensued over Inside Job, the documentary on 
causes of economic meltdown.  The group felt when it 
is available on Netflix, we should see it again and invite 
other people. 
 JANUARY movies selected were, #1The Kings 
Speech or alternately the Black Swan.  See the movie 
on your own, then meet on January 8, 3PM in the Fire-
side Room.  We adjourn at 5PM, so you can make your 
evening events.  Newcomers always welcome.  
 

United Methodist Men 
~ Great Fellowship  
While You Serve ~ 

 

Attention:  All United Methodist 
Men, 12-99 years of age 
 

 We meet the last Satur-
day of each month at 8AM.    
  
 For questions, call Peter 
Starick, 679.9233. 



   Health & Visitation 
               Ministries  
 The time between Thanks-
giving and Christmas seems 
so short and so busy, but the need 

for love and care is especially important as this is a 
time when memories of holidays past make the sea-
son stressful for many.  Combined with illness, flu, 
accidents, or other limitations, it makes a busy time 
for visitation ministry.  Thanks to Christina (now re-
covered from flu) and the visitation volunteers, 22 vis-
its were made, plus 20 phone calls and 14 letters or 
cards.  
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Feed your stomach and your soul! 
Join us Sunday nights 

 

Did you know that every Sunday night we offer dinner at 5:30PM, followed by small groups and Celebrate Re-
covery?  This is a great opportunity to skip cooking at home, get a simple, satisfying dinner, and then try one of 
these small groups or attend the Celebrate Recovery Service: 
 
Parents of Pre-teens 
As a parent, we are always looking for support and ideas to better guide and love our children.   We use excellent 
parenting resources to read and discuss in the small group, and use our time together to share the joys and chal-
lenges of being a parent today. 
 
Celebrate Recovery 
This ministry celebrates God's healing power in our lives through the 12 Steps and 8 Recovery Principles.   
Through worship, fellowship and small groups, this experience allows us to "be changed" as we discover our per-
sonal, loving and forgiving Higher Power - Jesus Christ.  Welcome to an Amazing Spiritual Adventure! 
 
Simply Sabbath 
This small group is focused on integrating simple Sabbath practices into our everyday lives.  We support and en-
courage one another to practice Sabbath and other faith development exercises, and organize our group around 
relevant books.  
 
“Upper Room” (before dinner at 4PM) 
Join us on Sunday evenings for devotion as we read and study the weekly devotionals and discussion questions 
found in the Upper Room publication. 
 
Moms of Teens 
Join this group of moms of teens as we share experiences, resources and ideas on how to raise our children in a 
Christian context.   

 

Prime Time for January 13, 
2011 will be to the DeYoung 
Museum.  Due to the ex-
hibit leaving in January, sign 
ups were done earlier and the 
bus is full.  If there should be 
cancellations, a waiting list will 
be started.  Any questions, 
please contact Adrienne  
Zimmerman at 356.5334 or  
dancers2@aol.com . 
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 CHRISTMAS MEANT MORE to about two hundred children in low-income families and a hun-
dred homeless people this year because so many people donated gifts or money to make this possible.  
Wrapped gifts went to children at McKinley Elementary School, Head Start, and First UMC in San Jose.  
Donors were given information about each child so that appropriate gifts could be selected for them.  
Others gave money to the Homeless Breakfast Christmas fund so that two pairs of warm socks and a 
small Christmas treat could be purchased for the homeless.  Joan Nunn plans to use the surplus funds 
for Easter treats.  Many thanks to those who made this possible. 
 HOME IS WHERE THE ART IS--Over $600 was donated by LGUMC members to the fund 
raiser at First Christian Church in San Jose last month, where we feed the homeless on Friday morn-
ings.  Samples of art by some of the homeless and other artists supported the theme of the event.  
Downtown organizations provided a wide sampling of items from their respective menus.  The annual 
fund raiser helps the small church membership to cover the cost of utilities so that they can continue to 
provide a venue for caring for the homeless.  Various churches take turns providing food for over a hun-
dred homeless, and our donations to this event are greatly appreciated. 

How about a Wednesday night Bible 
study to examine where, or if, we see 
God in our lives. Locations & dates vary. 
For more information, contact Kasey 
Rice at kcmaricia@gmail.com.  

 
This Month it’s  

4th Sunday Brunch  
January 23rd 10-11 am 

 
 What better way to spend a wintry  
Sunday morning than enjoying a  

sumptuous Sunday brunch prepared by our 
resident chef extraordinaire,  

Barbara Agrimonti?   
Enjoy great food and a relaxed time  

for getting to know each other. 
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2011 LGUMC Fundraiser 
 
Alexis Hoekstra would love to hear from you!  She 
is looking for great ideas and some much needed 
volunteers for our Spring 2011 Fundraiser.  If you 
are interested in learning more, please contact 
Alexis, alexishoekstra@comcast.net or 266.6478.  
We are looking for a fun way to join in community 
and raise money for the life-changing ministries at 
work here at LGUMC.  Give it some thought and 
give Alexis a call! 
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QUESTIONS FOR UMW’S EVENING CIRCLE 
CO CHAIRS: MARY ELLEN HEISING AND LOIS STOCKING 

 
How long have you been leading our UMW’s Evening Circle? 
 

Mary Ellen—Lois and I have been leading the Circle together for about four years.  Part of the reason for our 
successful leadership is that we work well together, respect and love each other and both are dedicated to mak-
ing it a meaningful experience for the women. 
 
Do you have events other than the regular monthly meetings? 
 

Lois:  We do have events besides our monthly meetings.  The past few years we have a Sunday Brunch for all 
women to learn about an important subject, like human trafficking, to enjoy fellowship with other women, and to 
have a spiritual experience.  In the summer we went to the mountains for a “Women’s Day Away” for meditation, 
spiritual growth and fellowship.  Also, district and conference events and retreats have been a wonderful spiri-
tual journey.  We have visited a mission project in San Francisco. 
 
The UMW Evening Circle attendance has at least doubled (and maybe tripled), what are you doing to make this 
happen? 
 

Lois:  We have tried to have meaningful programs that offer a growth opportunity.  We meet in homes, thus we 
can really get to know the hostess.  We try to have people carpool.  The meeting really starts when a member 
enters another persons car.  Te wonderful people in our Circle really care about new and old members and 
show it in many ways. 
 
What is a sampling of the monthly programs that you have had this past year? 
 

Mary Ellen:  We try to have a variety of programs that would be of interest to our members which inform them of 
our church’s ministries and community services, and foster fellowship.  Last year we had someone from our 
church’s staff, someone from a non-profit organization, at least one meeting where participation is from all the 
members on a given subject, reflections on our church’s history, and one member leading “the Bible on one 
page.” 
 
How do you reach out to new members? 
 

Lois:  Personally asking someone to attend a meeting or event seems to be the best way to reach new people.  
We try to always give them a ride to the meeting, and introduce them to our friendly caring group, they are 
called to be reminded of the meeting and rids are arranged. 
 
How do you think that UMW fits into our church’s vision of Belong, Grow, Serve? 
 

Mary Ellen:  Belong:  The Circle has been a place where several new or non-involved women have felt wel-
comed. 
Grow:  The Circle includes a prayer or meditation in all of the meetings, and many programs have spiritual merit.  
Serve:  Each year the Circle has a service project for a non-profit or a particular need within the church. 
 
What would your New Year’s wish be for UMW? 
 

Lois:  My wish would be for more women to join us and experi-
ence the joy of expanding our horizons, being in a caring group 
and knowing that they are making a difference in people’s lives. 
 

Mary Ellen:  My New Year’s wish?  I have two.  One is that we 
could start at least two more Circles.  One of them would be fo-
cused on women with young children and the other would be a 
daytime Circle for women who no longer want to go out during the 
evening. 
 
My other wish is that more women would want to become a part of UMW and benefit from any of the close rela-
tionships and opportunities that I have been blessed with because of my involvement. 
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Alternative Christmas Gift Faire 
By Jean Mundell, Outreach Committee Chair 
 
Continued from page 1... 
 
Several different gift cards were available this year, designed and printed by Mary Lou Abraham-
son and Karen Noe. Larry and Christina Capps again organized the cashier/checkout area; and 
Bud Baker, like UMCOR, was first to arrive and last to leave, to do the tallying so we knew how 
much was donated to each project. 
 
Thanks to all who helped to make Christmas more meaningful on both days. Other volunteers and 
Saturday pilot committee team members included: Celeste Fama, Janet Godfrey, and Maria Wag-
ner, Joan Nunn, Clay Couger, Rick Aaron, Chuck 
Noe,  Brian Williams, Hugh Pouncey,  Adrienne Zimmer-
man, Lani Ballard, Ruth Oveland, Carl Thoreson, Kay 
Thoreson, Eric Carlson, Dave Wolf, Jeanette McNeely, 
Aki Okuno, Phyllis Weber, Gayle Hybarger, Will Hess, 
Bob Petrokas, Alan Thomas, Barbara Agrimonti, Jo 
Neish, Cindy Loper, Pete Taylor, Richard Garcia, Jay 
Parr, Lee Neish, Diane Stansbury, Michael Mills, Rick 
Mills, Kenny Mills, Merissa Mills, Marcia Block, Marge Ul-
rich, and more! 

Oliver Parr & Dixie Fisher 

COLONET, MEXICO VIM TRIPS in 2011--- 
    
We're now formulating our plans for the VIM trips to Colonet, Mexico in spring.  There is little 
that can compare with the remarkable mission experiences that we all have on these trips to 
a very different part of the world from the one in which we all live. 
 
The dates for the trips will be within the following time frames... 
COLLEGE TRIP:   March 19 - 24 or 25 
HIGH SCHOOL TRIP:  April 9 - 23 (we'll select one stretch of 6 days) 
  
Please check your calendars.  If you have an interest in participating (either planning, donat-
ing your services, or actually going on the trip), then please contact Pete Taylor, 
LGUMCTECH@YAHOO.com or 439.1008. 

And a big thank you, Jean, for all your hard work over 
the years! 
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Volunteer Spotlight 
 
 
A conversation with Pastor Lee Neish and Dixie Fisher, who led this year’s effort to expand 
Alternative Christmas to Saturday to draw in Los Gatos Holiday Parade participants. 
 
Lee:  “Congratulations on a very successful pilot year for introducing this ‘Gifts for the World’ 
concept to the broader Los Gatos community. What inspired you to take on this project?” 
 
Dixie:  “Actually you did, Lee. In December 2009, we met in the Fireside Room. I was re-
questing a small, but significant to me, change from you. You graciously agreed and our 
conversation moved to discussion of opportunities for our church to grow and expand its 
ministries. You shared your vision of pulling the Los Gatos Parade Day crowd in to our Alter-
native Christmas, and that really spoke to me.” 
 
Lee:  “And you took it on! You have become my poster child for Risk Taking.” 
 
Dixie (laughs):  “Actually, what you may not know about me is that framing your suggestion 
as a risk made it more likely that I would take it on. In my profession (high-tech marketing), 
you don’t build a career by playing it safe. 
 
I think it was more about responding to a call that spoke directly to my talents and passions. 
I love this church and this town and try to attend the Parade every year. I never miss a 
Thursday BBQ if I can help it, and the Alternative Christmas is one of our family traditions.” 
 
Lee:  “No doubt there were challenges along the way, as there always are with new ven-
tures.” 
 
Dixie:  “I have to say, Lee, that you did a great job of pointing me to the church leaders, like 
Jean Mundell and her Outreach Committee, who could give this effort legs. Having the sup-
port of Mike Kent and Rob Agrimonti from the BBQ Boys was essential, because we wanted 
to capture and share that church family spirit that they’ve developed over the years. Karen 
Noe and Mary Lou Abrahamson offered their full support and leadership. 
 
And, there were some points where I had to just ‘let go, and let God’. Overall, it was a very 
gratifying experience, pioneering with a great team.” 
 
Lee:  “Can you expand on that?” 
 
Dixie:  “I know that many of us who participated on Satur-
day were really touched by the appreciation of the many 
community members who were experiencing the Alterna-
tive Gift Fair for the first time. More than 40 individuals vol-
unteered in some way to support this event. The volunteers 
seemed called and inspired by our purpose. It felt like 
God’s grace was working through us for a worthwhile  
ministry.” 
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Focus: Inspirational Worship at LGUMC  
 
As we usher in the New Year, one of my key focus areas for the com-
ing year will be to ensure the Sunday morning worship experiences 
are meaningful and inspirational.  To that end, I will be taking a more 
active role in overseeing worship planning for both morning services.  
We have pulled together a very talented core team to help in this im-
portant mission.  Christa Harrington, Donna Swanson, Cindy Loper, 
and Pete Taylor have graciously stepped up with their gifts and graces 
to join me in planning our traditional service. The Traditional Worship 
Team has a lot of new ideas and enthusiasm for the coming year. 
 
We will be planning the traditional services six weeks in advance and 
are happy to incorporate creative ideas.  If you have any suggestions, 
please contact Cindy.  In order to enhance the worship experience, we 
will be keeping "advertisements" to a minimum.  Please send Karen 
Noe or Mary Lou Abrahamson any short announcements in writing by 
Tuesday to be considered for inclusion in the service. 
 
Jo and I will continue to collaborate on the planning of the Contempo-
rary service and she will continue to share her gifts as the Praise band 
and worship leader. 
 
Mike Kent, Bill Cartmill, John Lynch, Jonnye Cartmill and Amy Loof-
bourow will continue to plan and support the Celebrate Recovery ser-
vice.  This service celebrates God’s healing power in our lives through 
eight recovery principles and the Christ-centered 12 Steps. While this 
service does not incorporate the Sunday morning sermon, it is another 
opportunity to experience meditative, grace-filled worship. 
 
As we enter into this new approach to worship planning, we ask for 
your prayers, support, and join us in expressing a 
heartfelt thanks to Jo for all of her talent and tireless 
energy that she has poured into both services over 
the past several years. 
 
Pastor Lee Neish 
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Please add this to your calendar now——Saturday, March 12, 2011 
 

ALL (and ALL means ALL) 
are invited to attend a day with Marcia McFee for “The Worship Workshop Live” 

 
We will plan, collaborate and grow in our relationships to each other, God and our seven circuit UM 

churches as we experience the Worship Workshop. 
 

“Worship is a time and place where we are “in-spired” (to breathe in) by the Word and the story of 
Jesus Christ in our midst. As God is praised, we are refreshed and replenished, given strength and 

new life. 
 

Worship is an opportunity to cast off, or “ex-pire” (to breathe out) those things which we do not 
need. Burdens, confessions, exhortations are given up to God. We are made new in the casting off, 

making room for life and love. 
 

Worship is also the experience of “con-spiring” with (to breathe with) the Spirit in discerning our 
role as the Body of Christ active in the world, bringing about the reign of God.” 

 
Marcia McFee, The Worship Workshop 

The Heart of Worship by Matt Redman 
 

When the music fades, all is stripped away and I simply come 
Longing just to bring something that’s of worth that will bless Your heart 

I’ll bring You more than a song, for a song in itself is not what You have required 
You search much deeper within through the way things appear, you’re looking into my heart 

 
I’m coming back to the heart of worship, 

And it’s all about You, all about You, Jesus 
I’m sorry, Lord, for the thing I’ve made it 

When it’s all about You, all about You, Jesus. 
 
 
©1997 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music CCLI 1184345 Administered in the Western Hemisphere by EMI Christian Music Publishing 
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~ Thank you to those serving us on Sunday ~ 
 

Larry & Christina Capps ~ Jesse & Pat Salem 
Al & Maxene Blood ~ Pete Taylor   
Erick Stansbury ~ Maxine Davis  

Alan & Karen Thomas ~ The Hybarger Family 
Bob Niederer & Fran Tanner 
Kathy Finney ~ Marge Ulrich 

Larry & Jill Kroh ~ The Stagnaro Family 
Donald & Mary Ellen Heising 

Eddie Northrup ~ Celeste Fama 
Chuck Noe ~ Larry Loper ~ Ursula Young 

The Flower Committee 
Our apologies & thanks to anyone  

we may have missed. 
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Looking for a Nanny with great  
references?   Give Catherine a call, 

408.249.4709  
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What Should 
We Make 

Next? 
Tuesday 

January 4 
6:30-8:30PM 

Jump-start your spiritual growth in the 
new year by making and decorating a 
journal to be used for prayer, meditation, 
or small group activities.  We will use 
hand painted papers, stamps, and ob-
jects to create a unique book. 
 

Upcoming dates: 
February 1—Fused glass hearts 

March 1—Felted flowers 
May 3—Small plates 

 
Please RSVP to Cindy, 313.1501.  
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A Quiet Time for Women, Wednesdays, 10:45AM 
A time to walk the labyrinth and learn spiritual practices in a 
safe, supportive environment.  
  Kay Thoresen, 356.5802, carkay33@hotmail.com 

Bible Study with Pastor Lee, Wednesdays, 7PM 
Join Pastor Lee as he leads study and discussions around dif-
ferent themes and messages of the Bible.  The focus of the 
study changes on a regular basis and more information can be 
found in the Spire or contact Pastor Lee. 
  Pastor Lee Neish, 354.4730 X15  

Celebrate Recovery, Sundays 
5:30PM, Dinner; 6PM, Worship; 7PM, Small Group 
This ministry celebrates God’s healing power in our lives 
through the 12 Steps and 8 Recovery Principles.    
  Bill Cartmill, 656.9772, bcartmill@comcast.net 

Chancel Choir Practice, Thursdays, 7:30PM 
  Gail Hybarger, 294.6221, ca-unicorn@pacbell.net  

Faith, Reason & Community, Tuesdays, 1:30PM 
This group meets to discuss videos & books to gain new per-
spectives on Christianity & faith. 
  Carole Mateer, 353.2357 

Grief, Loss & Transition Support Group, 1st Tuesday, 10AM 
Group members experience a confidential, safe & spiritual 
opportunity to discuss the thoughts, feelings & events of their 
lives as they transition through times of grief.  Membership is 
loving, prayerful & supportive & lends itself to a wonderful 
fellowship & a strong sense of community. 
  Lynne Woodward, 356.3738, lynnewood2@comcast.net 

Kindred Spirits,  2nd Wednesday, 7:30PM 
Kindred Spirits meets monthly & each group member reads 
the same book ahead of time with one of the members facili-
tating discussion.  Each autumn the group selects books for 
the following year including fiction, non-fiction, biography, 
classics, best sellers, historical, political, plays, science fiction 
or mysteries. 
  Sharon Armstrong, 268.0493, ssarmstrong@gmail.com 

Le Gato Ringers, Thursdays, 6:15PM 
  Donna Swanson, 650.704.8343 

Men’s Group, TBA 
This group offers men a place to build strong relationships 
and learn about God and Christ together.  We may choose a 
book to read or film to discuss as a resource to grow in Christ.  
In these groups we uplift one another while sharing the chal-
lenges & joys in our lives. 
  Jay Parr, 621.1418, parr@sbcglobal.net 

Men’s Spirituality Group, Mondays, 7:30PM  
Gathering of men who are seeking to grow spiritually based 
on the collective wisdom of major religious traditions, espe-
cially Christian, Jewish, Islamic, Hindu & Buddist. 
  Carl Thoresen, 356.5802, cthor@stanford.edu 

Bible Study on Wednesday Night, TBA 
  Kasey Rice, kcmaricia@yahoo.com Movie Group, 2nd Saturdays, 3PM 

We meet for spirited discussions and reviews on a variety of 
movies watched on our own in advance.  See Spire for details.  
  Jeanette McNeely, 253.0220, jpwdm@comcast.net 

Open House Praise Team Rehearsals,  Tuesdays, 7:30PM 
  JoAnne Neish, 828.6303 

Parents of Preteens, Sundays, 6PM 
As a parent, we are always looking for support & ideas to better 
guide & love our children.  We use excellent parenting resources 
to read & discuss & share our joys & challenges. 
  Jay & Bridget Parr, 741.8470, parr@sbcglobal.net         

Prime Time Seniors, Thursday, 2nd Thursdays, 9:45AM 
We’re a fun-loving group of seniors who enjoy getting together 
for day-trips to fascinating destinations around the Bay Area.   
  Anne-Marie Wiggers, 255.9739, Alice Hoagland, 353.3900 
  Adrienne Zimmerman, 356.5334  

Simply Sabbath, 2nd & 4th Sundays, 6PM 
We focus on integrating simple Sabbath practices into our every-
day lives.  We support & encourage one another to practice Sab-
bath & other faith development exercises & organize our group 
around relevant books. 
  Marna Taylor, 358.7740, mct4tay@yahoo.com 

United Methodist Men, Last Saturday, 8-10AM 
The UMM offers wonderful fellowship while you serve doing 
valuable service projects around the church. 
  Peter Starick, 679.9233, peterj_11@yahoo.com 
  Jay Parr, 621.1418, parr@sbcglobal.com 

Upper Room, Sundays, 4PM 
Join us for devotion as we read & study the weekly devotionals & 
discussion questions found in the Upper Room publication. 
  Al Blood, 242.1702 

United Methodist Women Circles, 3rd Thursdays, 10AM & 
7:30PM 
The purpose of the UMW is to know God, to develop a creative, 
supportive fellowship & to support local & global ministries. 
  Ada Sutton (morning), 268.7720 
  Lois Stocking (evening), 867.0901 

Visitation   
  Christina Capps, 354.4730 X22   

ADULT MINISTRIES LAY LEADER 
   Marna Taylor, 358.7740, mct4tay@yahoo.com 

Movement Young Adult Ministry, Thursdays, 7:30PM 
Movement is a ministry aimed at helping you discover the amaz-
ing love of God.  Through this love we hope to empower you to 
use your gifts for the benefit of others and the purposes of God.  
Join us as we seek to build relationships with each other, our 
community & also with God! 
   Alex Hardt, alex.hardt@lgumc.org 

Moms of Teens, Sundays, 6PM 
Join this group of moms of teens as we share experiences, re-
sources & ideas on how to raise our children as Christians.  
  Jennifer Stagnaro, 395.6885, jennifer@stagnaro.com 
  Elvi Braun, 666.2459, elvi@elvirabraun.com 
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Los Gatos United Methodist Church 
111 Church Street 
Los Gatos, CA  95030 
408.354.4730  FAX 408.354.4807 
Website:  www.lgumc.org 
email:  marylou.abrahamson@lgumc.org 
to be removed from email list. 
Editor:  Mary Lou Abrahamson   
 

Find out more about our Ministries!    
Go to www.LGUMC.org 

“Serving Christ in this Community 
since 1866”�

 
Pastor 

Rev. Lee Neish 
 

      Sunday Worship  
9:15AM Traditional Worship Service 

11AM Open House Contemporary Worship Service 
 6PM Celebrate Recovery Worship Service 

 

Kidz Konnection 
9:15AM & 11:15AM 
(Preschool—Grade 5) 

Sunday Night Spectacular, 6-8:30PM 
 

Childcare  
 9:15AM and 11:15AM 

Newborn—3 years 

Our Mission 
Growing as followers of Jesus Christ  

who live God’s love in the world. 

All Welcome! 
We are a Reconciling Congregation 

No one will be excluded from participating in the body of the 
church because of age, race, ethnicity, culture, religious origins, 

sexual orientation or challenging conditions.   


