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~ Jennifer Stagnaro, Chair, SPR

The LGUMC family is invited to celebrate the
marriage of Pastor Jenn to Chris Edenborough
on Sunday December 4 at 5PM in the Social
Hall. They will be married on Friday, Novem-
ber 18 at the Epworth UMC Church in Berke-
ley. Please bring your favorite dish to share
and help us welcome Chris into our church
family.

Dessert, punch and coffee will be provided.
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Church Council Minutes

On October 18 the council meeting was an amaz-
ing event. Every ministry team brought their list
of goals for 2012 and all were viewed and ap-
proved. This fit with the emphasis on the Steward-
ship Campaign which will focus on hopes, dreams
and how to get there. Plus Pastor Jennifer brought
the summation of what she heard at the “Meet the
Pastor” meetings. All this information will be avail-
able in the narthex for your perusal.

Financial report given by Brian Mekechuk and
John Buchanan indicate we will be able to pay
apportionment A the rest of the year and pay
down some loans and interest. More detalils re-
garding the budget and stewardship campaign will
be forthcoming.

Karen Noe reported on statistics, attendance, in-
come, and comparisons with previous years.

Remember, Council meetings are open and occur
monthly on the Third Tuesday at 7:30PM. There
will be no meetings in December.

In Observance of the holiday,
the office will be closed on

Thursday, November 24 and Friday, Novemberp5.
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Turkey Day is right around the cor-
ner. Yipee. Time to get stuffed and
spend time with family. As you pre-
pare for turkey day and remember
all the things to be grateful for, the
church is going to be asking each
family to share things they are
thankful for about the church. Take
time with your family this season to
celebrate the gifts that God has
blessed you with through this church.

Children’s Christmas Musical-Dec 18th

More Info Coming. A flyer & email will be heading your way.
5pm Spaghetti Feed, 6pm Musical, 7pm, Cookies & Carols

Meet Kasey... Children’s Coordinator

Kasey Rice has been a part of this congregation for many years and
you may have seen her helping with the children’s musicals, the
praise team, as a youth counselor, in adult ministry, as part of
young adult in years prior, or helping out wherever. Now she joins
our children’s ministry team. She'll be helping to communicate

with families of children and volunteers. 7-

Alex Hardt Student Pastor at Los Gatos UMC

Email: alex.hardt@Ilgumc.org

Celebrate God, Make New Friends,
Have Fun, and learn about how
amazing you truly are!

Sunday! |

Kidz Konnection
Sundays 9:15 and 11

We start in worship with

Kids Spirit, following Kids
Spirit the kids split into groups
based on age.

Children’s program available at
9:15 & 11:00am services,
Sun Morning.

Infants to Kindergarten
Room 3 and 2

1st to 4th Grade
Room 15 and 16

5th Grade-
9:15am Student Center
11:-00am Room 15 & 16
Help...I need Some-
one....Help...

We got some amazing teachers to
help out, but we still need more

and would love for you to join us.
Contact Alex for mare info.

Children, Youth, & Young Adult
Phone: (408) 375-1834

Mission: To Grow as Followers of Jesus Christ who live God's love in the World. * Belong to God, Grow in Christ-likeness, and

Serve with Sprit-Given Gifts, Vision: We are a family, a body of love,
that grows and serves to change lives.










The bells are up and ring-

ing again after a quiet sum-

mer. We are thrilled to

welcome two new members and are hoping
to add more "ringers" to the fold. Please join
us on Thursday evenings...6:30 to 7:30PM in
room 6 and give bells a try. Absolutely no
experience necessary just a willingness to
learn. Contact Mary Brown at 356.7964 or
Phyllis Weber at 356.0550 if you are inter-
ested.

...will meet November 9 at

6PM for the annual Holiday

Potluck and Book Ex-

change at the home of

Sharon Armstrong. Contact Sharon if you
plan to attend. There will be no meeting in
December. The book for discussion in January
is The Muslim Next Door by Sumbul Ali Kara-
mali. This is the book for Silicon Valley
Reads. We plan to attend the book discussion
with the author on January 25, 2012.

"Real luxury is time and opportunity to read for
pleasure.” ~ Jane Brody

Last Sunday Brunch
November 27
10-11AM

End your Thanksgiving weekend
with one more “thankful” meal —
join us for another delicious
brunch prepared by our resident
chef, Barbara Agrimonti (and her
Sous-Chef, Rob!). Enjoy great
food and a relaxed time for
getting to know each other.
Cost: $5/person or $10/family

Devotional Group on Sunday Evenings!

Join us on Sunday evenings, 4:30PM, for devotionesead and study
the weekly devotionals and discussion questionsdaon the Upper
Room publication. This is a great opportunity torghip and grow with
others in a small group setting — and you are we&to come every
week or drop in when you can. Copies of this wohde&evotional can
be found in the Narthex, or you can subscribe atatgpies in the mail
or on-line at www.upperroom.org/devotional

For more information, contact Al Blood at 242.1702.




- All but one member agreed Moneyball was
“a good movie and led to much discussion.
‘The Debt was complicated and dark, but all
‘agreed worth seeing.

' The choice for November, The Ides of March,
‘may also be dark, but a very timely movie
‘about politics. On the lighter side, it was
‘thought, Dolphin’s Tale, based on true events,
‘was highly recommended.

‘Join us even if you do not see the films men-
‘tioned. The discussion may help you decide
'what to see.

If you missed our quarterly movie in the thea-
‘ter, a follow up to The Help, the documentary,

‘ Eyes on the Prize, is avail-
able on Netflex.

Movie Discussion Meeting
note: On Saturday, No-
vember 12 only, we will
meet in the Art Gallery
from 3-5PM.

Reuvisiting Islamic Science”...
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Join e Cloolr
erfsta.ermngton@gume.org

On November 17 (a week later than the usual monthly Thursday outing), we're
planning another exploratory event by visiting the ‘ISLAMIC SCIENCE REDISCOV-
ERED” exhibit in the Tech Museum, downtown San Jose. “Designed to unearth the
scientific know-how of an Islamic Golden Age that is all too unfamiliar to Western
culture. Islamic Science Rediscovered demystifies this grand civilization and intro-
duces visitors to the vast influence of its discoveries and inventions on contempo-
rary societies.” We'll give our fearless driver, Captain Ed Burling, a break and will

parties should call Anne-Marie at 255.9739 for reservations and details regarding

traveling by light rail.

L = ™
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take the light rail to downtown San Jose. Our visit of approximately 1 % hour starts
k at 10AM and will cost a group price of $14 per person. Afterwards we’ll have lunch
at McCormick & Schmick’s Seafood across from the Tech Museum. Interested

Friends, family...always welcome. See you there!
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Opportunity to Serve: Sanctuary Tech Team

Do you like computers and graphics? Or sound eeging? Working on the Tech Team in the Sanctuaringy
worship requires both technical skills and cregtiviDo you want to learn more? It only takeswa faundays a
month and you can be a part of delivering the ngessa Sunday. Want to learn more? Contact Karendtio
the church, karen.noe@Igumc.org or 354.4730, aadvilhget you in touch with the team.




“Soul and Silicon”
Started Sunday Octobe!2- but new participants are welcome to join!
Contact: LeadeBud Baker, 253.862%akerac@comcast.net

This new group will focus on Los Altos resident IGar Goldman’s 1997 booksoul & Silicon, Spirits in a
High-Tech World Here are the personal stories of people loofongneaning in the fast-paced, high-tech,
big-bucks world of “Soul and Silicon.” The sessare open to both our church members, and esljyecial
to friends, family, neighbors and co-workers whe aot members of this church, or any church, @myf
religious institution. The book is out of print,thzopies are available through the secondary markétma-
zon.com. Several copies will also be availablepiarchase at the first session. Let Bud know of yotar-
est, suggestions, or comments.

A little about Bud: Bud and Carol Baker have been members of the labgss@Jnited Methodist Church
since June 2002 when the Saratoga Grace UMC chwdherged with Los Gatos. Bud has led a number of
Christ Care small groups up until about 2007 at M&L He retired in September 2010 after his own 45
years of essentially non-stop participation inhigh-energy Silicon Valley tech world, with all tipeessures
of the electronics industries, and changes inghbbrtical, spiritual, and social environments.

Sound intriguing? Here are a few provocative quotes from the baeleicof the book:

“I was 29. | was visible and | was credible. We wen the cutting edge. We had great toys. We vagre r
alty. Do you think | would have considered givihgttup to ‘wash people's feet?” Come ON!”
- Anita, former Silicon Valley mk&ting manager, now a minister

“If | started a discussion here aboWhat is truthd wouldn't be surprised if four days later the gpotame
back and said, ‘Pastor, we have an interactive paogto step you through tiW¢hat is truth1ssue. We're
going to beta test it in Bakersfield next week, ande it's debugged, everyone can get it on theriet at
TruthSearch.com.™

- Sam, Silicon Valley pastor

“Back East, where you go to church is part of tbeial pecking order. In Silicon Valley, the soqgicking
order is one thing: money.”
- Stuart, corporate geneaalrssel for a Valley electronics firm

“Some people reject a spiritual path because ofgghim in facing themselves. How do you accept Yoo
kenness, your failures, your humanity, in a sodiety emphasizes perfection?”
- Victor, Silicon Valley teacher
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Willow Glen UMC and the Joint Youth Group invite you
to step into someone else's shoes
Poverty Simulation Willow Glen UMC
Saturday, November 5
10AM—1:30PM

Willow Glen United Methodist Church
1420 Newport Ave.
San Jose, CA 95125
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Daylight Savings Time ends on
November 6.




Outreach
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Health and Visitation
Ministry News

A big thank you to all the volunteers who came
October 9 and helped formulate goals and a
budget for this ministry for the coming year. De-
tails will follow after these are presented and ap-
proved at the church council meeting. | can say,
our No. 1 objective was to retain our lay minister of
visitation. Christina has been the glue for the peo-
ple who do the visiting, calling and card writing.
Plus, she has been a willing worker at the educa-
tional workshops the health volunteers sponsor.

Workshop news: Still gathering information re-
garding costs of different living environments and/
or costs of staying in one’s own home. Hope to
have visitors going to locations to gather informa-
tion and the plan now is to be ready in January,
2012.

For over fifteen years this church has partici-
pated in a homeless breakfast program which will
close down on October 28. A dedicated team
has made and served breakfast every Friday
morning to over a hundred homeless people at
First Christian Church in San Jose. Team mem-
bers met at 6:30AM to prepare waffles, bacon,
scrambled eggs, orange juice, and cold cereal.
This good, hot meal was then served at 8AM
sharp. Day-old pastries were also donated by Mi
Pueblo grocery store.

Joan Nunn and Kevin Hayashi have headed
up the program, and they would like to express
their grateful appreciation for the willing participa-
tion and financial support of so many church
members. Your caring made a big difference to a
lot of hungry men, women and children. Thank
you so much.

The breakfast program was phased out by
First Christian Church, but will soon be replaced
with a different kind of program which will be un-
der their direction. Problems of hunger and
homelessness still need to be addressed in our
valley and other agencies continue to look for so-
lutions. Joan and Kevin have already turned their
energies to helping Habitat for Humanity with All-
Faiths House which is due to break ground
shortly. Those who have generously helped to
support the Homeless Breakfast Program in the
past are invited to help with this and other pro-
jects that deal with hunger and poverty.




4 Social Justice News & Views
L—;I Open bearts. Openmnds. Open doors. | A big Thank You to all the folks who wrote their congress-
T T P T R TR  man on behalf of Bread for the World's letter writing cam-

paign to ask that cuts not be made to the food pro-
grams. Speaking of food, a book, Stolen Harvest, is highly recommended. It may help you understand
why some persons concerned about food here in the U.S. are joining the Occupy Wall Street move-
ment. The concern over the food production and distribution being controlled by just four corporations
is causing growing frustration. If you are unable to locate the book, contact a social justice team mem-
ber to borrow it.

Join the committee at our next meeting, November 2 at 7PM, to discuss the issues that concern you.

HELP WANTED . .. COMMUNITY SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

The poverty rate has climbed to 15.1%, according to new Census figures. Hunger is a prevailing
problem in our valley. How can you help? Two agencies offer volunteer opportunities all year.
Sacred Heart Community Services recently sent the following invitation to help:

Serve your neighbor in need by sorting clothes or filling food bags. At Sacred Heart, at the corner of
1st St. and Alma, you can volunteer in the warehouse and make a difference. Individual volunteers
and groups are welcome. For information, contact Carol at 775.4642 or carols@sacredheartcs.org.

Volunteers are also needed at Silicon Valley Second Harvest Food Bank. Their website is shfb.org;
click on the VOLUNTEER link, found at the very top of the page.

The United Methodist Churdh a "connectional church," which means our chuscre con-
nected by a system to guide our work and goverrpolicies. This system also allows us to pool our
resources so that we may work together more effegtand be in ministry throughout the world.

| just returned from a VIM trip to Caconde, Braxiblunteers from two local congregations,
Boulder Creek and Los Gatos, traveled long distateshow others the love of God. We not only did
physical work on the construction project, but asgaged and interacted with a community of strang-
ers. Even though we spoke different languages;omemunicated by our actions. We CONNECTED
with them and they CONNECTED with us.

At our daily devotionals, we would pray for theliA&pirit to continue to work in us and
through us. There were many moments that | wiggksise spirit of God moving in our interactions
and it was plain to see that The Holy Spirit workeéthin this new connectedness and deepened it. We
became friends, one body in our Lord.

At LGUMC, we travel to Colonet Mexico, and connedth that community in such a way that
our relationships deepen and the need there isrleds

| am realizing that we need to continue to berititmal and continue asking The Spirit to
deepen our connections to each other, in our huaich, our surrounding community and our greater
area.

We must always remember the words of John WeSIElge World is My Parish”.

Please join us on VIM Sunday, Januar{’22

Pastor John




ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS GIFT FAIRE ON
DECEMBER 3 AND 4

Celebrate the Advent by helping others in the spiet of

Christmas as you purchase worthwhile gifts at ownual
Alternative Christmas Gift Faire. Make a donatieronor of someone who al-
ready has everything, or help a youngster undetsahout the value and joy of
giving--or bring awareness of a special need thatle addressed by ordinary
people.

SATURDAY'’S FAIRE IS FOR PARADE RYICIPANTS,
11:30AM—1:30PM
The Saturday event is especially designed for geepb take part in the annual
Los Gatos Holiday Parade. Dixie Fisher has orcaest a system involving the
Barbecue Boys, Saturday celebrants, and a modiftedhative Gift Faire staffed
by a smaller crew, but offering a complete lisatiérnative gifts and a free lunch
to anyone who purchases at least one alternatitveRmrade participants will be
hungry by the time the parade ends, but therebaitho easy access into or out of
town. We will offer them a lunch and a chancedcsdme unique shopping until
the traffic eases.

REGULAR FAIRE ON SUNDAY, 10:30AM - 1PM
The usual Faire will take place in the social ath exhibitors who can provide
information about their work. There will be tablesere shoppers can sit and fill
out their order forms while others can mingle arsit with fellow browsers
among the exhibits and at the buffet table fillathviood donated by members.

Many of the charities and non-profit groups from\pous years remain on the
list, but one noticeable for its absence is the Eless Breakfast program in San
Jose, which recently ended due to changes in thefubat site. This has been a
popular recipient of donations in past years, banJNunn and Kevin Hayashi
hope that other programs will get the money thatlddave gone to the break-
fasts. Two new programs are support of a rurabasighrogram in Cambodia, and
the VIM/UMCOR work being done in Haiti where Paslennifer has worked
several times in recent months.

Members who cannot come to the Faire on Dec. 4fithayt the order sheet that
Is enclosed with this issue of The Spire. AltereChristmas cards will be
mailed back to you.




Los Gatos United Methodist Church -- 2011 Alternati ve Christmas Gift Faire

No. of Shares @%$10.00 ITEM

INTERNATIONAL/NATIONAL

Children’s Education Program/Anadyr Chukotka, Russia
Children’s Tumor Foundation

Volunteers in Mission (VIM)

Haitian School Lunch Fund (CA-NV UMC Conference VIM)
our developing world

Senior Homeless Shelter, Brazil (LGUMC VIM)

Friendship with Cambodia

NogohrwdhE

HEIFER PROJECT INTERNATIONAL
8. Share of Flock of Christmas Chicks
9. Share of Tree Seedlings

10. Share of Honey Bees

11. Share of a Cow or Heifer

LOS GATOS

12. LGUMC Children’s and Youth Ministries
13. LGUMC Health and Visitation Ministries
14. Live Oak Senior Nutrition Center

RECONCILING MINISTRIES
15. Reconciling Ministries--LGUMC Social Justice Ministry

SANTA CLARA COUNTY

16. Anti-Bullying Program - PACT/Amanda Network

17. Silicon Valley Habitat for Humanity - House of Faith, Cupertino

18. Santa’s Cupboard, San Jose Family Shelter (Family Supportive Agency)
19. Hospice of the Valley

UMCOR -- UNITED METHODIST COMMITTEE ON RELIEF
20. International Disaster Response
21. Domestic Disaster Response

TOTAL NUMBER OF SHARES X $10.00 =%

Donations are 100% tax deductible. Payment: Cash Check #
FrreeesPLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO LGUMCH *#kkkkiirx
PLEASE PRINT YOUR NAME:
CHECKING OUT:
STEP 1: Make your donation selections.
STEP 2: Pay the Cashier.
STEP 3: Go to the Copy Machine where a copy will b e made for you to keep.
STEP 4: Collect your cards and inserts. How many  cards and inserts are needed?

THANK YOU. BLESSINGS, PEACE, AND JOY TO ALL

“This Advent let’s . . .see this thing that the Lor ~ d has made known to us. In the midst of shopping
let's ponder in our hearts the Gift of Gifts. Thro  ugh the tinsel let’s look for the gold of the Chris t-
mas Star . . . listen for the brush of angel'swing s..."

Ann Weems, “In Search of Kneeling Places”




HOLIDAY TREATS HELP HANDBELL CHOIR
Once again members of the handbell choir will Bingenuts during November as long as supplies
last. There will be walnuts, pecans, cashewsagligbs, mixed nuts and four types of almonds (sdige
sliced, whole and smoke-house). At the time tbisce is written we are unable to obtain macadamias
to sell. Check with us at the sale. Nuts mayroer@d from a bell choir member and will also be fo
sale between services on Sunday mornings. Engy fresh and put some in the freezer.

BE A SANTA'S HELPER. ..

The Children’s Gift Tree will grace the narthex on November 27, the Sunday after
Thanksgiving. The ornaments will again have names and ages of children whose
parents will have difficulty providing them with a merry Christmas.

Please be Santa’s helper by selecting an ornament or two. Buy an appropriate gift

for the youngster, gift-wrap it, and return it to the tree by December 11. Volunteers

will record the ornament number that you select and will check in the wrapped

gift. We hope to sign up gift-givers for about 200 children from four different groups: Two different
HeadStart classes, First Methodist Church/Horace Mann School in San Jose, and McKinley Elemen-
tary School.

The tree will have ornaments for you to select on November 27 and December 4. The deadline for
turning in wrapped gifts is December 11. Drivers will deliver the gifts during that week before the
schools close for their Winter Break.
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KEEPING TODDLERS SAFE
Fussing babies aren’t the only distractio
facing mommy as she tries to enjoy the
service. There is also the toddler with t
much separation anxiety to stay in the
nursery and too many “ants in the pants
for a pew. Since room 4 is a pre-K clas
room it could not be made toddler safe,
therefore, we have moved the Baby Cryf
room to the changing room adjacent to {
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Make an Advent Wreath

To help our spiritual

preparation for Christ-

mas, make an Advent

Wreath for your home.

This wreath of ever-

greens will have four candles, one to light each
week of Advent. An advent booklet will be
provided. Children can help make a wreath.
All are welcome. Remember, a family can be
one or more persons. Cost $10 per wreath.
Sunday, Nov. 27 during Last Sunday Brunch
make an Advent wreath to take home.
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Chair of the Church Board
Mary Ellen Heising
mehdrh@hotmail.com
Chair of the Board of Trustees
Richard Holman
jrholman@sbcglobal.net
Chair of Staff Parish Relations
Jennifer Stagnaro
jennifer@stagnaro.com
Chair of Finance Committee
Bryan Mekechuk
bryan.mekechuk@comcast.net
Church Treasurer
John Buchanan
john.buchanan@us.pwc.com
Chair of Nom. and Leadership Devel.
Lois and Elwin Stocking
l.e.stocking@comcast.net
Chair of Welcoming Ministries
Pat and Jess Salem
jessnpat@earthlink.net
Chair of Health Ministries
Jeanette McNeely
jpwdm@comcast.net
Chair of Worship Arts
Bill Cartmill
bcartmill@comcast.net
Chair of Grace Preschool Board
Gary Calfee
thecalfees@yahoo.com
Chair of LOSNSC Board
Trudy Burling
trudyburling@hotmail.com
Social Justice Team Rep
Richard Aaron
raaron834@aol.com
Lay Member of Annual Conference
Mary Ellen Heising
mehdrh@hotmail.com
Al & Maxene Blood
amblood@comcast.net
Chair of Endowment
Maxene Blood
amblood@comcast.net
Chair of Youth Ministries Council
Maddie Buchanan
maxyandmad@yahoo.com
Chair of Adult Ministries Team
Marna Taylor
mctdtay@yahoo.com
Chair Outreach Team
Jean Mundell
jmundell@earthlink.net

Monday-Thursday: 9AM-Noon, 1-4PM
Friday: 9AM-Noon

Office Phone, 408.354.4730

Fax, 408.354.4807

Our Ministry & Office Staff

Rev. Jennifer Murdock, Senior Pastor
X15, jennifer.murdock@Igumc.org

Alex Hardt, Student Pastor
X16, alex.hardt@Igumc.org

Crista Harrington, Chancel Choir Dir.,
crista.harrington@Igumc.org

Karen Noe, Executive Director,
X14, karen.noe@lgumc.org

Farida Moiyadi, Accounting Manager,
X12, farida.moiyadi@lgumc.org

Mary Lou Abrahamson, Admin. Ass't.,
X10, marylou.abrahamson@Igumc.org

Denise Coward, Financial Secretary,
X11, denise.coward@Igumc.org

Barbara Agrimonti, Wedding & Memorial
bagrimonti@yahoo.com

Christina Capps, Pastor of Visitation,
X22, christina.capps@Igumc.org

John Lynch, Community Chaplain,
569.3470, jlynch95033@gmail.com

Debbie Gray, Dir. of Grace Preschool,
354.7163, debbie.gray@Ilgumc.org

Eliana Brown, Dir. Live Oak Sen. Nutn.,
354.0707, eliana.brown@lgumc.org

Kasey Rice, Children’s Coordinator
kcmaricia@yahoo.com

Joseph Avila-Cruz, Youth Coordinator
joseph.avila-cruz@ratsofgod.com




The Spire

Los Gatos United Methodist Church Non Profit Org.

111 Church Street U.S. Postage
Los Gatos, CA 95030 DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD PDDDDRRH
408.354.4730 FAX 408.354.4807 bermit No. 18

Website: www.lgumc.org Los Gatos. CA

email: marylou.abrahamson@Ilgumc.org
to be removed from mail or email list.
Editor: Mary Lou Abrahamson

“Serving Christ in this Community

Our Mission since 1866”
Growing as followers of Jesus Christ
who live God’s love in the world. Pastor

Pastor Jennifer Murdock

J Sunday Worship
i 9:15AM Traditional Worship Service
‘ 11AM Open House Contemporary Worship Servige
' o 6PM Celebrate Recovery Worship Service
Kidz Konnection
9:15AM & 11:15AM
(Preschool—Grade 5)

Childcare
9:15AM and 11:15AM
Newborn—3 years

Youth Group
The Gathering6-12 grade, 6-8:30PM

All Welcomel!
We are a Reconciling Congregation
No one will be excluded from participating in thedy of the
church because of age, race, ethnicity, cultutigioas origins,
sexual orientation or challenging conditions.

Find out more about our Ministries!
Go towww.LGUMC.org




