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SPR Update 
� �
 SPR has been very busy over the last couple of months searching for a new organist, a 
new music director for contemporary worship, and now a new Youth Director.  We are also begin-
ning work to evaluate the staffing of our Children’s Ministry.  We are thankful that we have an en-
ergetic, capable pastor, and committed laypeople to work closely with on these important hires. 
 We have organized a search team for the new Youth Director under the leadership of Tom 
Carson.  We have a strong team of representatives from the youth, parents, SPR and lay people 
on the committee including Oliver Parr, Suzanna Waldrop, Chris Munson, Tom Carson, Jennifer 
Stagnaro, Mary Ellen Heising, and Pastor Jennifer.  The committee has started to source qualified 
candidates and the job opening has been posted on various applicable sites.  A copy of the job 
posting is available in the back of the Narthex.  Please share the posting with anyone you think 
who might have good ideas on candidates.  In the meantime, a transition team has been put in 
place to manage the Youth Ministry on an interim basis.  I appreciate all of the volunteers and staff 
that are working hard to keep the youth program on track and delivered with care each week.  
 Many of you have asked to learn about the policies and procedures that govern the work 
of the Staff Parish Relations committee and United Methodist Churches as a whole.  In response, 
we would like to invite you to come to a Congregational Conversation on Thursday, February 2 
from 6-7:30PM in the Fellowship Hall.   
 The conversation will be led by members of our Staff Parish Relations committee, Church 
Council Chair Mary Ellen Heising and Pastor Jennifer Murdock.  Our District Superintendent  
Kristie Olah will also join us that evening to answer questions and discuss the policies that guide 
our United Methodist churches locally and around the world.  
 I will continue to update you on our progress as we learn more.  Watch for news in up-
coming All Church Emails and future Spire articles. 
 Please keep the entire congregation in your prayers as we move through this challenging 
time together with grace and care. 
 

In Christ’s Love, 
Jennifer Stagnaro, Chair, Staff Parish Relations Committee  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 “Ashes to ashes, dust to dust… from dust you were formed and to dust 
you will return.”   These familiar words mark the beginning of our Lenten jour-
ney; a journey that begins with the recognition of our fragile humanity.  We of-
ten say that Lent is a journey to the heart of God, but it is, just as much, a 
journey to the heart of humanity.  Another way to speak of Lent’s beginnings 
is captured by the prophet in Micah 6:8, “What does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”  The root 
of the word humble is humus (ground).  Human and humility are essentially 
the same. If you want to be fully human, you must be grounded in humility.  
This is the firm foundation upon which our spiritual lives are built. 
 Humility is not a popular word in our contemporary culture.  It is rarely 
spoken, and when it is, it is seldom understood.  We tend to think of humility 
as beating ourselves up, lacking self-confidence, or worse, allowing others to 
humiliate us.  But, this is not spiritual humility.  In fact, the truly humble person 
walks confidently with God, knowing that it is God alone that defines and sus-
tains our humanity.  Humility, according to Henri Nouwen, is “the grateful rec-
ognition that we are precious in God’s eyes and that all we are is pure gift.” 

To be a fragile, impermanent vessel for God’s divine grace is the hall-
mark of genuine, humble humanity.  Christ taught us this.  His invitation to us 
during this season of Lent is to become intimately aware of our “created-
ness;” to acknowledge our imperfections and our impermanence.  Acknowl-
edge, with gratitude, the profound love and forgiveness that you are capable 
of giving.  Even more, acknowledge the profound love and forgiveness that 
God has given you.  See yourself as the gloriously flawed creation that God 
so loves – that is Christian humility.  It is right-sized; neither self-loathing nor 
prideful.  It places God at the center of existence and accepts the honor of be-
ing part of God’s magnificent creation. The journey begins with humility.  It is 
a beautiful place to begin! 

May you know the joy of being fully human this Lenten season and may 
you be filled with God’s loving presence as you walk humbling toward Easter! 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
 
Pastor Jennifer 
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New Year Beginnings  
Hopeful… 

 For the first time in five years, the 
church ended the fiscal year in the black.  
The 18 members present at the meeting 
celebrated by eating an all black, luscious 
chocolate cake, thanks to Mary Ellen  
Heising.  Although there are some resid-
ual debts from previous years, the current 
report gave hope that old debts will soon 
be eliminated.  Budgeted apportionments 
are current.  The 2012 budget will be 
acted on in February.  If your pledge is 
not yet in, please submit it soon.   
 Attendance was up in November 
and December, averaging 201.  Apprecia-
tion was expressed for the work done by 
Pastor Jennifer and the worship design 
team.  All other programs reported doing 
well and the time off from meetings in De-
cember was enjoyed. 
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Junior High  
  
 

 Celebrating Church: How can I  
serve the church? 

· February 5: I Can Discover My 
Spiritual Gifts  

· February 12: I Can Read Scripture 
to Others 

· February 19: I Can Assist with  
Communion 

· February 26: I Can Make a Quilt 

 
 

Senior High 
  
 

 Celebrating Church: What does the Church 
say about the Bible’s contradictions?  

· February 5: What makes people 
think the Bible     contradicts itself?  

· February 12: If verses say  opposite 
things, which one is true? 

· February 19: How can churches read 
the same    Bible and understand dif-
ferent things? 

· February 26: Why does it matter if 
we interpret the Bible differently?  

February Sunday School Curriculum  
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Punxsutawney Phil. 
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Enrich  your faith journey  through the support and encouragement of others. Contact group leaders for more informa-
tion or Adult Ministries Lay Leader Marna Taylor, 358.7740, mct4tay@yahoo.com. All of these groups are open to 

new members, so don’t hesitate to pop-in or contact the leader for more details.  
 
Simply Sabbath, 2nd and 4th Sundays, 6PM, Library at LGUMC, Marna Taylor, 358.7740, mct4tay@yahoo.com 
This small group is focused on integrating simple Sabbath practices into our everyday lives. We support and encourage one another 
to practice Sabbath and other faith development exercises, and organize our group around relevant books. 
 
Sunday Night Spirituality, 1st and 3rd Sundays, 6:30 pm, Library at LGUMC, Rob Agrimonti, 348.9636 itnomirga@yahoo.com 
 
Upper Room, Sundays, 4:00PM, Library at LGUMC, Al Blood, 242.1702, amblood2@comcast.net 
Join us for devotion as we read and study the weekly devotionals and discussion questions found in the Upper Room publication. 
 
Men’s Spirituality Group, Mondays, 7:30PM, Café Hope at LGUMC, Carl Thoresen, 356.5802, cthor@stanford.edu 
Gathering of men helping each other grow spiritually in a supportive group by learning and using eight daily spiritual practices (e.g., 
passage meditation, slowing down, being one-pointed in attention, putting others first). These practices are based on the collective 
wisdom found in Christian, Jewish, Islamic, Hindu and Buddhist traditions. All are invited to visit or contact Carl for more informa-
tion. 
 
Soul and Silicon, Sundays,, 12:45 pm, library, Bud Baker, 253.8625, bakerac@comcast.net.  The core of the group discussion will 
be around Los Altos resident Carl A. Goldman’s 1997 book “Soul & Silicon, Spirits in a High-Tech World.”   The book is out of 
print, but copies are available through the secondary market on Amazon.com.  
 
Grief, Loss and Transition Support Group, 1st Tuesday, 10AM, library, Lynne Woodward, 356.3738, lynnewood2@comcast.net 
Group members experience a confidential, safe and spiritual opportunity to discuss the thoughts, feelings and events of their lives as 
they transition through times of grief. Membership is loving, prayerful and supportive and lends itself to a wonderful fellowship and 
a sense of community. 
 
Faith, Reason & Community, Tuesdays, 1:30PM, Library at LGUMC, Carole Mateer, 353.2357 
This group meets to discuss videos and books to gain new perspectives on Christianity and faith. 
 
Kindred Spirits, 2nd Wednesdays, 7:30PM, Art Gallery at LGUMC, Sharon Armstrong, 268.0493, ssarmstrong@gmail.com 
Kindred Spirits members gather monthly for a lively discussion of the book selected for that month.  We all read the book ahead of 
time and one of the members facilitates the discussion.  Each fall, we select the books for the following year.  These can include fic-
tion, non-fiction, biography, classics, best sellers, historical, political, plays, science fiction or mysteries. 
 
United Methodist Women Circles, Third Thursdays, 10AM and 7:30PM 
The purpose of United Methodist Women is to know God, to develop a creative, supportive fellowship, and to support local as well 
as global ministries. For more information and locations contact UMW President Mary Ellen Heising 268.7739, 
mehdrh@hotmail.com. 
Morning Circle – Joy Palmer 997.7246, joy@jjpalmer.com ; Evening Circle – Maxene Blood 268.6336 , amblood@comcast.net and 
Louise Osborne, 379.8516, boboloos@yahoo.com 

A Quiet Time for Women, Wednesdays, 10AM, Kay Thoresen, 356.5802, carkay33@hotmail.com 
A time to walk the labyrinth and learn spiritual practices in a safe, supportive environment. 
 
Movement Young Adult Ministries, Thursdays, 7:30PM, Café Hope at LGUMC, Alex Hardt, 375.1834, alex.hardt@lgumc.org 
Movement is to help ages 18 to 35 discover the amazing Love of God. Through this love we hope to empower you to use your gifts 
for the benefit of others and the purposes of God. Join us as we build relationships with each other, our community, and also with 
God! 
 
Movie Group, Second Saturdays, 3PM, Fireside Room, Jeanette McNeely, 253.0220, jpwdm@comcast.net 
This group meets monthly for spirited discussions and reviews of a variety of movies that individuals watch on their own in advance 
of the session. See the Spire for monthly announcement of what movies will be discussed in the coming month. 
 
Celebrate Recovery, Sundays, 5PM Dinner; 6PM Worship; 7PM Small Groups, Chapel 
This ministry celebrates God's healing power in our lives through the 12 Steps and 8 Recovery Principles. Through worship, fellow-
ship and small groups, this experience allows us to "be changed" as we discover our personal, loving and forgiving Higher Power - 
Jesus Christ. Welcome to an Amazing Spiritual Adventure! Contact:: Bill Cartmill, bcartmill@comcast.net, 656.9772; Mike Kent 
MKent@RMSNAV.com, 309.3445; John Lynch, jlynch95033@gmail.com, 569-3470; Amy Loofbourow, amyloof@gmail.com; 
569.3469, Jonnye Cartmill, jcartmill@comcast.net 656.9817 
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 Kindred Spirits will meet February 8 at 
7:30PM in the Art Gallery to 
discuss River Town: Two 
Years on the Yangtze by Peter 
Hessler. "In the heart of 
China's Sichuan province, 
tucked away amid the terraced 
hills of the Yangtze River val-
ley, lies the remote town of Fuling.  Like many 
other small cities in this vast and ever-evolving 
country, Fuling is shifting gears and heading down 
a new path, one of change and vitality, tension and 
reform, disruption and growth.  
 Its position at the crossroads came into 
sharp focus when Peter Hessler arrived as a 
Peace Corps volunteer, marking the first time in 
more than half a century that the city had an Ameri-
can resident.  Hessler taught English and American 
literature at the local college, but it was his stu-
dents who taught him about the ways of Fuling -- 
and about the complex process of understanding 
that takes place when one is immersed in a radi-
cally different society.  Poignant, thoughtful, funny, 
and enormously compelling, River Town is an un-
forgettable portrait of a city that, much like China 
itself, is seeking to understand both what it was 
and what it someday will be."   
 Sharon Armstrong will facilitate the discus-
sion and share her experiences as a Peace Corp 
volunteer.  
 
“We are always looking for the book it is necessary 
to read next.” 

~ Saul Bellow� 
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�Maybe wishing on a star worked!  Our Janu-
ary selections, The Artist, Hugo, and War 
Horse were much better than some previous 
selections.  If you missed any of the above, 
you may want to order them from your favorite 
source. 
 
February Selections: 
The Iron Lady, starring Meryl Streep (need we 
say more?); Carnage, a dark comedy (?) 
about two sets of parents dealing with their 
son’s fight; and, in honor of Black History 
Month, Red Tails, a story of African-American 
pilots in WWII. 
 
See these or any other movie you may be in-
terested in and come to the meeting! 

Last Sunday Brunch 
February 26 

10-11AM 
 

Join us for our February  
“Last Sunday Brunch”   

prepared by our resident chef, 
Barbara Agrimonti  

(and her Sous-Chef Rob!).   
Enjoy great food and a relaxed time for  

getting to know each other. 
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Spring  
Bible Study 

Starts in April 
 

Following our 
Lenten exploration 
of Spiritual Disci-
plines on Tuesday 
evenings, Pastor 
Jennifer will be 
leading a Bible 
Study on Tuesday 
nights from April 
17 – May 22.  
Mark your calen-
dars now and 
watch for more de-
tails next month! 

������������

 On February 9 the Prime Time bus will take us to Dan-
ville to visit this famous car museum.  The Blackhawk Museum’s 
exhibition of “International Automotive Treasures” presents and 
displays historically significant and artistically inspired automo-
biles from the very earliest to the contemporary public enjoy-
ment and educational enrichment.  We’ll have a tour at 10:30AM 
of the two galleries and afterwards we can mosey around on our 
own for a while.    
 We’ll go for lunch around noon at ROTI 8 just down the 
road.  If you want to be included, make reservations soon by 
calling Anne-Marie Wiggers at 255.9739 or e-mail, 
Mom@thewiggers.com.  The bus can hold 22 people only.  
 Friends or significant others are always Welcome! 

BLACKHAWK  
CAR MUSEUM 

 

You are Invited to a Men’s Retreat this Spring! 
                  ~ John Lynch, LGUMC Community Chaplin 
 
Again this year John Larson is  leading a Men's retreat along with 
other men from the Good Samaritan UMC.   This  this year it will be 
a one-day retreat on March 10th.  It is open to all men from Bay 
Area churches and we believe it is just what men need to dedicate 
themselves to be great men of faith.  I'd really encourage you to at-
tend and consider bringing a friend.  

 
Where:  Los Altos UMC in the Creekside Center.  
When:   March 10 at 8AM—3:30PM 
What:    The movie "Couragious" will be shown in two 
              parts as part of the program.  

 
We begin with breakfast, followed by music, part 1 of the movie fol-
lowed by discussion, lunch, and part two of the movie and program. 
You will experience lively music and a great time of fellowship with 
other men.  
 
I hope you can be the spark to lead the men at your church to at-
tend!  We have posters for you to use if you like this idea.  Dona-
tions will be requested to pay for the food and we estimate that to be 
$15 per person. 
 
Sign-up today at:    http://siliconvalleychurch.org/Men  
 
Thanks for your prayerful consideration to join us and to encourage 
others in your church to make it an event!   
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 BRIEFS FOR A BRIEF MONTH--We will collect briefs for the residents at the San 
Jose Family Shelter during February.  Bring any size, for anyone, babies through 
great grandparents (diapers, training pants, briefs, boxers, bikinis, thongs, and sen-
sible stuff).   
 
THERE IS NO HOLIDAY FROM HUNGER--the need continues, and our neighbors are still in need 
of assistance.  Three Second Harvest food bins were taken away, filled with your donations after 
Christmas, and new ones are in place, awaiting your kindness.  Bring non-perishable items (none in 
glass containers) any/every Sunday for the bins in the narthex.  Include extra items for the bin when 
you do your shopping. 
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Long awaited workshop on the cost of vari-
ous kinds of alternative living environments 
for older adults is coming on Sunday, 
March 4, in the Fireside Room from 2 to 
5PM.  Circuit members will be invited and 
more information will follow on the church’s 
weekly email blast. 
 
The Health Ministry team will be reacti-
vated and will be meeting on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 12 at 10:30AM to finalize details for 
the March workshop and plan for another in 
May. 
 
Visitation folks have been very busy, as 
usual.  There have been lots of folks in 
hospital, or rehab facilities or down with the 
flu and chronic illness.  Volunteers made at 
least 50 visits, sent more than 40 notes and 
made 13+ phone calls.   
 
Please keep making calls to Christina or 
the office with information about who needs 
visits or help. 

Health and Visitation 
Ministry News 
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Medical Equipment Loan Closet 
 
 We are hoping to establish a medical 
equipment loan closet again here at church since 
we've had several requests.  If you have unused 
canes, walkers, shower chairs, wheel chairs, etc., 
to donate to the church to loan out, please contact 
Christina Capps at christina.capps@lgumc.org  or 
call her at 531.9193.  



            VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION 
  ~ Pastor Dave Wolf 

 
As we heard on Mission Sunday, February 22,  LGUMC has a 
long history with UM Volunteers In Mission.  We want it to con-

tinue.  At the moment plans are underway for another family mission trip to Colonet for the construction of an-
other house and water tower.  This is a wonderful, ongoing LGUMC mission in which we’ll be working with 
folks in the Colonet community in rural Baja del Norte, Mexico to provide and to maintain safe and  comfort-
able housing for needy Colonet residents.  For more information, please contact Pete Taylor by email, 
LGUMCTech@yahoo.com or by phone, 358.7740. 
 
The Conference UMVIM Coordinator will soon be here to provide a VIM Leadership Training session.  We will 
send out the date to all as soon as we know.  Those who have participated in prior missions may be certified 
as team leaders, although everyone who is interested is welcome and urged to attend. 
 
Plans are underway for the expansion of our VIM outreach.  There will be new opportunities for both individ-
ual volunteers and teams.  Those not able to be on projects may participate by supporting those who are able 
to do so.  For information, contact Dave Wolf, mdwolf@comcast.net or 268.5806. 
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Thank you to all our volunteers who serve 
on Sunday as well as during the week! 

Someone is looking for a used car— 
If you have a used car you would like to sell that is 
good on gas and in running order, please call the 
office, 354.4730. 
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Some Goodbyes and Some Warm Welcomes 

February brings many changes to our Finance Team an d Church Staff  
      ~ Karen Noe, Executive Director 

 
Denise Coward Resigns after 15 years of Service  
After 15 years of service here at Los Gatos UMC, Denise Coward has decided it is time for retire-
ment. Serving as Financial Secretary since 1997, Denise has watched over our church contribu-
tions processes with care and compassion.  She has trained many counters, church administrators 
and even a few pastors!  Her sense of humor and quick wit will be missed by all the staff and vol-
unteers that have had the pleasure of working with her.  Retirement means that 
Denise will travel, visit her Dad, brother and cousin in Arizona more often and work 
on “being happy.”  She has graciously agreed to volunteer once in a while as a 
counter for our new Finance Secretary.  We are so grateful to Denise for her dedi-
cation to our membership.  Thank you Denise!  You will be missed! 
 
 
Welcome Patty Buchanan  
We are  blessed to have Patty Buchanan join our staff.  She has been a volunteer counter and 
worked with Denise for the past few years.  We learned a few things about Patty as we spoke with 
her about the position.  Patty moved with her family to Saratoga in August of 2000 from Dallas, 
Texas and joined Los Gatos UMC shortly after.  She and her husband, John, have four chil-
dren:  Matt (22) works and lives in San Francisco, Andrew (20) and Alli (19) are both in college, 
and Maddie (16) is a junior at Saratoga High School.  Over the years, Patty has been involved with 
the church as a volunteer Sunday School Teacher, Confirmation Teacher, Youth Counselor, Bible 
Study Leader and Sunday Contributions Counter.  Outside of the church, Patty serves as a Trus-
tee of the Board for the Saratoga Union School District.  Her educational background includes a 
degree in Business and Psychology from Baylor University and Bilingual Teaching Credential from 
San Jose State University.  I am confident Patty will be a great fit and enhance our efforts as we 
serve and support our membership.   
 
 
Thank you John Buchanan 
Yes, if you caught in Patty’s story that John is the same John Buchanan that has served on our 
Finance Team for many years, you are right!  However, John will be stepping down as our Church 
Treasurer and take some time off the team.  John, partner at PricewaterhouseCoopers in San 
Jose, has made many contributions to the advancement of our accounting systems and proce-
dures over the years.  His keen oversight has offered our church leadership confidence in our fi-
nancial reporting and he will be greatly missed.  
 
 
Welcome Lindsey Newbern, new Church Treasurer 
However, there  is good news!  Current Finance Team member, Lindsey Newbern, has graciously 
agreed to be our new Church Treasurer.  She brings many talents and a fresh commitment to our 
church community.  Lindsey grew up in the Outer Banks of North Carolina and received her under-
graduate and graduate degrees from the University of South Carolina.  Lindsey is a CPA and she 
too works for PricewaterhouseCoopers in San Jose as a Tax Director.  Lindsey moved to the Bay 
Area in late 2005 and began attending Los Gatos UMC.  She met and married her husband, Mi-
chael (Mick) Menne here in San Jose and welcomed their first child, Neah, in May of 2011.  Neah 
was recently baptized and welcomed into our church family this past November.  We are blessed 
to have Lindsey serve our church community and look forward to her thoughtful care and guid-
ance.   
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OUR  NONAGENARIANS 
 

On 10/6/21 Kern Hamilton  was born in Danville, Kentucky, a town of about 5000 people. Kern had an 
older brother and sister, both of whom are now deceased. Thanks to the fact that his father had a secure job 
with the railroad, the Hamiltons survived the Depression without difficulty, and Kern enjoyed a happy small-
town childhood. At the ripe old age of nine he caddied for golfers, making twenty-five cents per nine-hole 
game. Kern was hooked and golf remained a lifelong passion. Basketball was another love, to the extent that 
he hoped for a basketball scholarship to college. Unfortunately, an offer at Tulane University fell through, de-
laying his entrance to college by a year. In 1940 Kern enrolled at the University of Kentucky, majoring in me-
chanical engineering and joining ROTC. 

Knowing that war probably was coming, in 1941 Kern dropped out of college and went with friends to 
Jeffersonville, Indiana, working to build igloos for ammunition storage. He soon moved to Texarkana, Texas, 
doing the same sort of work. During that time Pearl Harbor was attacked. In 1942 he was included in a group 
that his chief engineer took to Evansville, Indiana, to make LSTs (landing ships). Kern was hired as the produc-
tion clerk under the man who ran the shipyard. Later called to the draft board, he was classified as 4F because 
of a heart murmur. Back he went to the shipyard until May of 1945 when the draft board reexamined him, found 
no heart murmur, and promptly sent him to Fort Knox. 

After three months Private Hamilton enrolled in OCS (Officer Candidate School), graduating in June of 
1946. By that time Kern was engaged to Betty Brown, whom he had met while working at the shipyard, and 
they married on his graduation day. Kern was assigned to the occupation force in Japan.  After leaving Betty 
with her parents in Freport, Illinois, he set sail from Seattle on a 5000-man troopship. En route to Japan the 
ship encountered a fierce storm. Most of the passengers were seasick, but Kern, who had never been on the 
ocean, was just fine. 

South of Tokyo the U.S. military took over Japan’s air force academy. To prevent the black market from 
using American dollars, the military removed U.S. dollars from the troops coming in to Japan, replacing the 
money with scrip.  Second Lieutenant Hamilton was the Finance Officer at the academy. Upon discharge from 
the army Kern returned to the University of Kentucky where he majored in Business Administration, graduating 
in June of 1949. A month later their first child, Delinda, was born in Freport, Illinois. Three years later they had 
their second child, Rebecca. 

Kern had been in California previously and knew a man in Oakland who owned a company (I. F. Jones 
& Co.) that was a custom manufacturer of chemical specialties. Kern was hired as a salesman and learned 
manufacturing procedures from Mr. Jones. After three months with the company, Kern was offered a partner-
ship and the business became known as Jones-Hamilton Co. One year later Mr. Jones died, and Kern took in 
a partner to help him run the company. 

  Betty and Kern lived in an Oakland apartment for three years, and in 1952 they bought a new home 
on a quarter acre in a development in Hayward. They paid all of $10,000 for it. In 1955 the plant was moved to 
Newark. Over the years the company evolved, building a new plant in Ohio, closing the Newark facility, and 
changing its product. Most recently, in 2008, the Ohio plant was expanded and now produces a chemical that 
inhibits bacteria in commercially produced chickens and removes the ammonia that accumulates in chicken 
litter. All along, Kern has been involved in the company and now serves as Co-chairman of the Board of Jones-
Hamilton Co. 

In 1962 Kern and Betty had a home built on Twin Oaks Drive in Los Gatos. Kern was a lifelong Meth-
odist, so he and Betty joined LGUMC. Over the years Kern has served on many church committees, including 
those of building and finance. He claims that the toughest job in the church was when he and Betty co-taught 
the high school group. Kern and Betty traveled throughout the U.S. and all over the world—Australia, Malaysia, 
Japan, England, France, Germany, and Austria. After 44 years of marriage, Betty died in December of 1990. 

Virginia Stewart, a friend of theirs for many years, married Kern in 1993. The traveling experiences 
continued—back to Europe, Alaska, countries of the North Sea, and all along the east coast during the fall. In 
2003 Kern and Virginia moved to The Terraces. Like Betty, Virginia developed health issues, and died in 2005. 

Throughout his life Kern has enjoyed golf, but another pleasure has been helping people whenever he 
could. 

Asked what advice he would give to others, Kern responded, “You’re a neophyte all your life. You’re 
learning all the time. In business…be honest, trustworthy, not be a know-it-all.  Talk things out with people…
You have the Lord…to help you every day.  Stay connected.” 

~Nancy Ruhle 
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS  
Chair of the Church Board    
  Mary Ellen Heising 
  mehdrh@hotmail.com 
Chair of the Board of Trustees    
             Richard Holman 
  jrholman@sbcglobal.net 
Chair of Staff Parish Relations   
  Jennifer Stagnaro 
  jennifer@stagnaro.com 
Chair of Finance Committee    
  Bryan Mekechuk 
  bryan.mekechuk@comcast.net 
Church Treasurer 
  John Buchanan 
   john.buchanan@us.pwc.com    
Chair of Nom. and Leadership Devel.  
   Lois and Elwin Stocking 
   l.e.stocking@comcast.net 
Chair of Welcoming Ministries   
   Pat and Jess Salem 
   jessnpat@earthlink.net 
Chair of Health Ministries    
   Jeanette McNeely 
   jpwdm@comcast.net 
Chair of Worship Arts    
   Bill Cartmill 
   bcartmill@comcast.net 
Chair of Grace Preschool Board   
   Gary Calfee 
   thecalfees@yahoo.com 
Chair of LOSNSC Board    
  Trudy Burling 
  trudyburling@hotmail.com 
Social Justice Team Rep    
  Richard Aaron 
  raaron834@aol.com 
Lay Member of Annual Conference   
  Mary Ellen Heising 
  mehdrh@hotmail.com 
             Al & Maxene Blood 
             amblood@comcast.net 
Chair of Endowment 
             Maxene Blood 
             amblood@comcast.net 
Chair of Youth Ministries Council  
  Maddie Buchanan 
  maxyandmad@yahoo.com  
Chair of Adult Ministries Team    
             Marna Taylor 
  mct4tay@yahoo.com 
Chair Outreach Team     
 Jean Mundell 
  jmundell@earthlink.net 
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 Our Ministry & Office Staff 
 
Rev. Jennifer Murdock, Senior Pastor  
    X15, jennifer.murdock@lgumc.org    
 
John Lynch, Community Chaplain,  
    569.3470, jlynch95033@gmail.com 
 
Christina Capps, Pastor of Visitation,  
    X22, christina.capps@lgumc.org 
 
Crista Harrington, Chancel Choir Dir.,    
    crista.harrington@lgumc.org 
 
Kasey Rice, Children’s Coordinator 
     761.2880, kcmaricia@gmail.com 
 
Karen Noe, Executive Director,  
    X14,  karen.noe@lgumc.org 
 
Farida Moiyadi, Accounting Manager,  
    X12, farida.moiyadi@lgumc.org  
                  
Mary Lou Abrahamson, Admin. Ass’t.,  
    X10, marylou.abrahamson@lgumc.org 
  
Patty Buchanan, Financial Secretary, 
    X11, patty.buchanan@lgumc.org 
 
Barbara Agrimonti, Wedding & Memorial  
   bagrimonti@yahoo.com   
 
Debbie Gray, Dir. of Grace Preschool,  
    354.7163, debbie.gray@lgumc.org 
 
Eliana Brown, Dir. Live Oak Sen. Nutn.,  
    354.0707, eliana.brown@lgumc.org 
 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM-Noon, 1-4PM  
Friday: 9AM-Noon 
Office Phone, 408.354.4730     
Fax, 408.354.4807 
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Los Gatos United Methodist Church 
111 Church Street 
Los Gatos, CA  95030 
408.354.4730  FAX 408.354.4807 
Website:  www.lgumc.org 
email:  marylou.abrahamson@lgumc.org 
to be removed from mail or email list. 
Editor:  Mary Lou Abrahamson   
 

Find out more about our Ministries!    
Go to www.LGUMC.org 

“Serving Christ in this Community 
since 1866”�

 
Pastor 

Pastor Jennifer Murdock 
 

      Sunday Worship  
9:15AM Traditional Worship Service 

11AM Open House Contemporary Worship Service 
 6PM Celebrate Recovery Worship Service 

 
Kidz Konnection 

9:15AM & 11:15AM 
(Preschool—Grade 5)  

 
Childcare  

 9:15AM and 11:15AM 
Newborn—3 years 

 
Youth Group 

The Refuge, 6-8 grades, Wednesdays, 7 to 8:30pm 
The Gathering, 9-12 grade, 6-8:30PM 

 

Our Mission 
Growing as followers of Jesus Christ  

who live God’s love in the world. 

All Welcome! 
We are a Reconciling Congregation 

No one will be excluded from participating in the body of the 
church because of age, race, ethnicity, culture, religious origins, 

sexual orientation or challenging conditions.   


