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 All the women of the Church are invited to attend the Annual Brunch sponsored 
by the United Methodist Women (UMW) at10:30AM on Sunday, January 22 , in the Fire-
side Room.  This will be the fifth year that we sponsor a speaker to address issues of 
interest for women at LGUMC. 
 

You won’t want to miss hearing our speaker, Mary Glide, tell us the story about 
her great-great- grandmother, Lizzie Glide, who built Glide Memorial United Methodist 
Church.  You will be fascinated to learn about this woman’s vision and achievements 
during the early 1900’s that has lasting value to thousands in the Bay Area even today.   
Mary Glide continues her ancestor’s legacy of community service by chairing the Board 
of the Mary Elizabeth Inn while balancing responsibilities as a working mother with two 
small children. 
 
 Tickets for $10 will go on sale between services on Sunday, January 8.  The 
deadline for reservations is Monday, January 16.  This year we are extending a special 
invitation to high school girls since many of them have attended and volunteered at 
Glide, we think they would be interested to hear about these two remarkable ladies. 
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Habitat for Humanity All-Faith House 
 

 Our church will partner with 60 other churches assisting with the construction 
of four Habitat for Humanity houses for low income families.  The land near 85 and 
DeAnza has been donated by the town of Cupertino.  Work is scheduled to begin in 
January. 
 

 LGUMC has been assigned five work days in partnership with other 
churches and faith groups.  Sunday, January 14 is our first date.  We will work 
along side members of St. Mary’s, providing ten construction people and five sup-
port volunteers. 
 

 Fifty-seven of our people have volunteered, 34 for construction teams and 
23 for support teams.  In that we are limited to ten construction volunteers and five 
support people on our assigned days, some may work only once or twice during the 
construction.  However, individuals may sign up for work most Tuesdays through 
Fridays. 
 

 Each faith group is asked to provide $5,000 toward the construction cost of 
one house.   Alternative Christmas Fair raised about $3,000 this year, moving us 
closer to our goal.  
 

Our committee members for this project are Kevin Hayashi, Ken Kasper,  
Joan Nunn, Carl Thoresen, and Dave Wolf (Chair). 
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS  
Chair of the Church Board    
  Mary Ellen Heising 
  mehdrh@hotmail.com 
Chair of the Board of Trustees    
             Richard Holman 
  jrholman@sbcglobal.net 
Chair of Staff Parish Relations   
  Jennifer Stagnaro 
  jennifer@stagnaro.com 
Chair of Finance Committee    
  Bryan Mekechuk 
  bryan.mekechuk@comcast.net 
Church Treasurer 
  John Buchanan 
   john.buchanan@us.pwc.com    
Chair of Nom. and Leadership Devel.  
   Lois and Elwin Stocking 
   l.e.stocking@comcast.net 
Chair of Welcoming Ministries   
   Pat and Jess Salem 
   jessnpat@earthlink.net 
Chair of Health Ministries    
   Jeanette McNeely 
   jpwdm@comcast.net 
Chair of Worship Arts    
   Bill Cartmill 
   bcartmill@comcast.net 
Chair of Grace Preschool Board   
   Gary Calfee 
   thecalfees@yahoo.com 
Chair of LOSNSC Board    
  Trudy Burling 
  trudyburling@hotmail.com 
Social Justice Team Rep    
  Richard Aaron 
  raaron834@aol.com 
Lay Member of Annual Conference   
  Mary Ellen Heising 
  mehdrh@hotmail.com 
             Al & Maxene Blood 
             amblood@comcast.net 
Chair of Endowment 
             Maxene Blood 
             amblood@comcast.net 
Chair of Youth Ministries Council  
  Maddie Buchanan 
  maxyandmad@yahoo.com  
Chair of Adult Ministries Team    
             Marna Taylor 
  mct4tay@yahoo.com 
Chair Outreach Team     
 Jean Mundell 
  jmundell@earthlink.net 
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In Observance of the holiday,  
the office will be closed on  

Monday, January 2. 
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LGUMC Children’s Coordinator Kasey Rice     ~ ��"�	����2�"���#��" ��	�,-.#/001  
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Junior High  
Becoming a Disciple: Matthew 

 

What are the characteristics  
of a disciple? 

 

JANUARY 2  
A Disciple Chooses to Follow Jesus 
JANUARY 8   
A Disciple Chooses to Pray for Others 
JANUARY 15  
A Disciple Chooses to Share  
   His or Her Faith 
JANUARY 22 
A Disciple Chooses to Give Away Money 
JANUARY 29 
A Disciple Chooses to Worship 
 
Volunteer Coordinator:  Jennifer Stagnaro 

Senior High 
Becoming a Disciple: Mark 

 

Is my body really a temple? 
 

 
JANUARY 2  
Why does God care about my body? 
JANUARY 8   
What’s the big deal with being a temple? 
JANUARY 15  
Which is more important: body or soul? 
JANUARY 22 
If bodies are temples, why are there  
   so many illnesses? 
JANUARY 29 
What does it mean to be holy? 
 
Volunteer Coordinator: Barbara Agrimonti 

January Sunday School Curriculum  

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ����

Update on Youth Director Search 
The SPR team in putting a search team together to s eek out the best person to lead 
and inspire our youth.  Meantime we have volunteer leaders, teachers and counselors 
planning for a rich curriculum this January as outl ined above.  If you are interested in 
helping our youth program this winter, email Execut ive Director Karen Noe at 
karen.noe@lgum.org. 

Youth Fundraiser Sold Out! 
 

The 2011 Youth Spaghetti Fundraiser was a 
smashing success and tons of fun too.  Over 
120 people enjoyed the food and fellowship 
and over $700 was raised.  Our thanks to 
Laurie Jones, the Youth Team leaders, 
cooks, servers and everyone that helped 
make this year’s fundraiser such a joy!  
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Christmas 
Eve 

 
 

At 
LGUMC 
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Enrich  your faith journey  through the support and encouragement of others. Contact group leaders for more informa-
tion or Adult Ministries Lay Leader Marna Taylor, 358.7740, mct4tay@yahoo.com. All of these groups are open to 

new members, so don’t hesitate to pop-in or contact the leader for more details.  
 
Simply Sabbath, 2nd and 4th Sundays, 6PM, Library at LGUMC, Marna Taylor, 358.7740, mct4tay@yahoo.com 
This small group is focused on integrating simple Sabbath practices into our everyday lives. We support and encourage one another 
to practice Sabbath and other faith development exercises, and organize our group around relevant books. 
 
Sunday Night Spirituality, 1st and 3rd Sundays, 6:30 pm, Library at LGUMC, Rob Agrimonti, 348.9636 itnomirga@yahoo.com 
 
Upper Room, Sundays, 4:00PM, Library at LGUMC, Al Blood, 242.1702, amblood2@comcast.net 
Join us for devotion as we read and study the weekly devotionals and discussion questions found in the Upper Room publication. 
 
Men’s Spirituality Group, Mondays, 7:30PM, Café Hope at LGUMC, Carl Thoresen, 356.5802, cthor@stanford.edu 
Gathering of men helping each other grow spiritually in a supportive group by learning and using eight daily spiritual practices (e.g., 
passage meditation, slowing down, being one-pointed in attention, putting others first). These practices are based on the collective 
wisdom found in Christian, Jewish, Islamic, Hindu and Buddhist traditions. All are invited to visit or contact Carl for more informa-
tion. 
 
Soul and Silicon, Sundays,, 12:45 pm, library, Bud Baker, 253.8625, bakerac@comcast.net.  The core of the group discussion will 
be around Los Altos resident Carl A. Goldman’s 1997 book “Soul & Silicon, Spirits in a High-Tech World.”   The book is out of 
print, but copies are available through the secondary market on Amazon.com.  
 
Grief, Loss and Transition Support Group, 1st Tuesday, 10AM, library, Lynne Woodward, 356.3738, lynnewood2@comcast.net 
Group members experience a confidential, safe and spiritual opportunity to discuss the thoughts, feelings and events of their lives as 
they transition through times of grief. Membership is loving, prayerful and supportive and lends itself to a wonderful fellowship and 
a sense of community. 
 
Faith, Reason & Community, Tuesdays, 1:30PM, Library at LGUMC, Carole Mateer, 353.2357 
This group meets to discuss videos and books to gain new perspectives on Christianity and faith. 
 
Kindred Spirits, 2nd Wednesdays, 7:30PM, Art Gallery at LGUMC, Sharon Armstrong, 268.0493, ssarmstrong@gmail.com 
Kindred Spirits members gather monthly for a lively discussion of the book selected for that month.  We all read the book ahead of 
time and one of the members facilitates the discussion.  Each fall, we select the books for the following year.  These can include fic-
tion, non-fiction, biography, classics, best sellers, historical, political, plays, science fiction or mysteries. 
 
United Methodist Women Circles, Third Thursdays, 10AM and 7:30PM 
The purpose of United Methodist Women is to know God, to develop a creative, supportive fellowship, and to support local as well 
as global ministries. For more information and locations contact UMW President Mary Ellen Heising 268.7739, 
mehdrh@hotmail.com. 
Morning Circle – Joy Palmer 997.7246, joy@jjpalmer.com ; Evening Circle – Maxene Blood 268.6336 , amblood@comcast.net and 
Louise Osborne, 379.8516, boboloos@yahoo.com 

A Quiet Time for Women, Wednesdays, 10AM, Kay Thoresen, 356.5802, carkay33@hotmail.com 
A time to walk the labyrinth and learn spiritual practices in a safe, supportive environment. 
 
Movement Young Adult Ministries, Thursdays, 7:30PM, Café Hope at LGUMC, Alex Hardt, 375.1834, alex.hardt@lgumc.org 
Movement is to help ages 18 to 35 discover the amazing Love of God. Through this love we hope to empower you to use your gifts 
for the benefit of others and the purposes of God. Join us as we build relationships with each other, our community, and also with 
God! 
 
Movie Group, Second Saturdays, 3PM, Fireside Room, Jeanette McNeely, 253.0220, jpwdm@comcast.net 
This group meets monthly for spirited discussions and reviews of a variety of movies that individuals watch on their own in advance 
of the session. See the Spire for monthly announcement of what movies will be discussed in the coming month. 
 
Celebrate Recovery, Sundays, 5PM Dinner; 6PM Worship; 7PM Small Groups, Chapel 
This ministry celebrates God's healing power in our lives through the 12 Steps and 8 Recovery Principles. Through worship, fellow-
ship and small groups, this experience allows us to "be changed" as we discover our personal, loving and forgiving Higher Power - 
Jesus Christ. Welcome to an Amazing Spiritual Adventure! Contact:: Bill Cartmill, bcartmill@comcast.net, 656.9772; Mike Kent 
MKent@RMSNAV.com, 309.3445; John Lynch, jlynch95033@gmail.com, 569-3470; Amy Loofbourow, amyloof@gmail.com; 
569.3469, Jonnye Cartmill, jcartmill@comcast.net 656.9817 
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��Starlight, Starbright, 
I wish I may, I wish 
I might, have better 
films this year! 

Last Sunday Brunch 
January 29  
10-11AM 

Join us for the First of the 2012  
“Last Sunday Brunches”   

prepared by our resident chef, 
Barbara Agrimonti  

(and her Sous-Chef Rob!).   
Enjoy great food and a relaxed time for  

getting to know each other. 
 

 Cost: $5/person or $10/family 
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Prime Time will be going to the San Mateo County Historical Museum in 
Redwood City on Thursday, January 12.  It is located in 
the historical courthouse building and features a stained glass dome and 
mosaic tiled floors.  There are interactive displays throughout the mu-
seum, a special section on Ohlone Indians, and famous people of north-
ern California such as the Crockers and John C. Fremont, etc.  
 
Based on plans of historic ships, see 24 handcrafted ships of the world 
made by a San Mateo resident.  A few include the Golden Hind, the very first ship to sail into the 
San Francisco Bay, the San Carlos and 22 more.  There is also a section of the museum devoted 
to the famous "Maverick" waves off the coast of Half Moon Bay.  We will be there approximately   
1 - 1 1/2 hours then we will go to lunch at a nearby restaurant, hopefully one next to the harbor. 
 
Please join me and bring a friend for this outing by contacting me, Adrienne Zimmerman, at 
dancers2@aol.com or phone me at 356.5334 to make a reservation for a seat on the church bus.  
Hope to see you there!    



Alternative Christmas Gift Fair donations amounted to approximately $17,000  this 
year.  Those who attended the Saturday event after the annual holiday parade were 
treated to a free barbecued hamburger or hot dog lunch cooked by the Summer BBQ 
boys; Sunday shoppers enjoyed wonderful snacks donated by members of the congre-
gation as well as a relaxing opportunity to shop for meaningful gifts while visiting with 
others.  Special thanks to Ruby Shew and Mary Brown for playing Christmas music at 
the piano, to Bud Baker, who kept a running spreadsheet account of donations, and to 
all the others who helped with planning, setting up, cooking, cashiering, explaining/
interpreting, and cleaning up, all reaching out with God’s love. 
 
The Children's Gift Tree in the narthex was surrounded by colorfully wrapped gifts for 
two Sundays in December, as members brought gifts for needy children.  About 175 
children will have a happier Christmas, thanks to the generosity of our members. The 
gifts were delivered by Carol Crow and her committee to a number of low-income 
schools.  Among the recipients were children at McKinley Elementary, two Head Start 
schools, some local families, and First UMC in San Jose.  
                        
What’s next for Outreach? 
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Social Justice  
 The LGUMC Social Justice Team has a busy year planned to continue to educate and inform 
you on the issues that affect all of us.  Our meetings are held on the first Wednesday of every month 
at 7PM in the LGUMC Library.  Our next meeting will be January 4th and we would love to see you 
there for lively discussion and planning events. The events that are under consideration are: Healthy 
Teen Relationships (Domestic Violence and Bullying); Local & World poverty and hunger; Human 
Trafficking; Awareness Month: Breast Cancer; Domestic Violence; Aids/HIV, etc.; Pride; Death Pen-
alty; Torture; Election issues; 9/11 Remembrance.  
 All of us are invited to attend a two day conference on March 23 & 24, 2012 at the Sunnyvale 
Presbyterian Church to discuss "Breaking the Barriers to a Just Peace in Israel/Palestine."  More 
information will be available at our courtyard table between services. 
 We are also part of the Integrated Circuit Social Justice and Outreach Team which is devel-
oping a project that all eight churches can participate together to help make a difference.  This is still 
in the early stages but the focus will be on schools. More information on this as it becomes available. 
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The next Health 
Education Work-
shop has been de-
layed again.  Infor-

mation gathering is slow work, especially 
at this time of year. 

The visitation team kept busy in spite of 
the busy season.  Good News:  Martha 
Carlisle may be home soon, and Laura 
Ericson is home.  Both have had visits 
and assistance from the visitation team.   
 
NOTE:  If you would like to help those 
who have difficulty attending church, con-
sider making visits and/or phone calls, or 
writing cards.  Also or instead, we occa-
sionally need meals prepared and 
rides.  Let Christina Capps know what 
would work best for you.   

Health and Visitation 
Ministry News 
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Leadership Training 
Saturday, January 21 

Good Samaritan Church, San Jose, CA  
8:30AM Registration 

2:00PM Close 
 

AGENDA 
 

I.  Devotional   
 
II.  Defining who is a leader and what a leader looks 
like.  

What are the characteristics of a leader? 
(What makes a person a leader?) 

Why do churches need leaders? 
 
III.  Leadership in the Church  

Is leadership in the church different from 
leadership in other organizations? 

Are the vows of membership Criteria (or do 
the vows influence) for our leaders? 

(Prayers, presence, gifts, service, and wit-
ness.)  

Where do you see leadership in your local 
church? 

 
IV.  Developing Leaders in the Church  

What are the critical elements to developing 
leaders? 
What are obstacles to developing leaders? 
How do we overcome those obstacles?   

 
V.  Wrap-up  

Questions 
Plans for future workshops 
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Golden Bough Returns to Another Great Crowd 
 

The beautiful Celtic music of Golden Bough again graced our Sanctuary this 
past December to a welcoming crowd.  LGUMC members and Woodhaven 
founders, Ron and Anna Green, again spearheaded the event that raised over 
$800 for LGUMC programs and administrative ministries.  We’d like to thank 
the Greens for their tireless efforts to keep Golden Bough a Christmas tradi-
tion at LGUMC. ,We would also like to thank Christine and Larry Capps, 
Adrienne and Norm Zimmerman, Ada Sutton and Eliana Brown for helping 
with the reception.  The Social Hall was wonderfully prepared to greet over 
200 guests for a very quick but lovely intermission.  Thank you all! 
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Mr. & Mrs. Claus 

2011 Alternative Christmas Fair 
Raises Over $17,000! 

 

 Many thanks to all the organizers 
and volunteers that make the annual Alter-
native Christmas Fair happen!  Eighteen 
non- profits, including some of LGUMC’s 
ministries, were represented and just over 
$17,000 was made.   
 Our thank to leaders Jean Mundell 
and Dixie Fisher for their dedication to this 
wonderful and impactful event.  
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 Our Ministry & Office Staff 
 
Rev. Jennifer Murdock, Senior Pastor  
    X15, jennifer.murdock@lgumc.org    
 
John Lynch, Community Chaplain,  
    569.3470, jlynch95033@gmail.com 
 
Christina Capps, Pastor of Visitation,  
    X22, christina.capps@lgumc.org 
 
Crista Harrington, Chancel Choir Dir.,    
    crista.harrington@lgumc.org 
 
Kasey Rice, Children’s Coordinator 
     761.2880, kcmaricia@gmail.com 
 
Karen Noe, Executive Director,  
    X14,  karen.noe@lgumc.org 
 
Farida Moiyadi, Accounting Manager,  
    X12, farida.moiyadi@lgumc.org  
                  
Mary Lou Abrahamson, Admin. Ass’t.,  
    X10, marylou.abrahamson@lgumc.org 
  
Denise Coward, Financial Secretary, 
    X11, denise.coward@lgumc.org 
 
Barbara Agrimonti, Wedding & Memorial  
   bagrimonti@yahoo.com   
 
Debbie Gray, Dir. of Grace Preschool,  
    354.7163, debbie.gray@lgumc.org 
 
Eliana Brown, Dir. Live Oak Sen. Nutn.,  
    354.0707, eliana.brown@lgumc.org 
 

Monday-Thursday: 9AM-Noon, 1-4PM  
Friday: 9AM-Noon 
Office Phone, 408.354.4730     
Fax, 408.354.4807 
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Los Gatos United Methodist Church 
111 Church Street 
Los Gatos, CA  95030 
408.354.4730  FAX 408.354.4807 
Website:  www.lgumc.org 
email:  marylou.abrahamson@lgumc.org 
to be removed from mail or email list. 
Editor:  Mary Lou Abrahamson   
 

Find out more about our Ministries!    
Go to www.LGUMC.org 

“Serving Christ in this Community 
since 1866”�

 
Pastor 

Pastor Jennifer Murdock 
 

      Sunday Worship  
9:15AM Traditional Worship Service 

11AM Open House Contemporary Worship Service 
 6PM Celebrate Recovery Worship Service 

 
Kidz Konnection 

9:15AM & 11:15AM 
(Preschool—Grade 5)  

 
Childcare  

 9:15AM and 11:15AM 
Newborn—3 years 

 
Youth Group 

The Refuge, 6-8 grades, Wednesdays, 7 to 8:30pm 
The Gathering, 9-12 grade, 6-8:30PM 

 

Our Mission 
Growing as followers of Jesus Christ  

who live God’s love in the world. 

All Welcome! 
We are a Reconciling Congregation 

No one will be excluded from participating in the body of the 
church because of age, race, ethnicity, culture, religious origins, 

sexual orientation or challenging conditions.   


